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What woman’s inspiration and woman’s devotion 
have done and are still doing for the world, both in 
the church and out of it, is told in President William 
W. Patton’s article on our third page, on Woman’s 
Help, for which the Earl of Beaconsfield’s new novel 
furnished an appropriate text. 


One of the inestimable privileges of children born 
in a Christian family is their growth and nurture 
under the healthy and refining influences of family 
religion, and the almost unconscious moulding of 
thought and feeling into Christian forms. Children 
should be taught to be thankful for this privilege. 
With this end in view, Bishop Coxe’s article, The 
Sermon of an Angel, to be found on another page, 
-may be profitably read to, or be read by, the little 
folks. 


This wide-spread use of the International Lessons 
certainly has its disadvantages. A plan of benevo- 
lence that used to work admirably was for a Sunday- 
school, after it had used its Lesson Leaves, to send 
them away to some needy school. But the plan 
don’t work so well now. It is hard to find takers. 
A recent tender of such aid to a Freedman Sunday- 
school in Virginia brought back the response, that, 
by obtaining a few fresh Leaves, they had managed 
to study the lessons when the rest of the world did. 
The offer was then made to a colored school in 
Mississippi, but the result was no better. Is it strange, 
after all, that even the needy schools would rather 
not follow on four or five months behind the great 
Sunday-school army ? Possibly a fair substitute could 
be made for the good old plan. How would it do, 
when you raise money in your school for lesson helps, 





to raise a little extra for that poor school that don’t 
want to use old Leaves. 





Which of us can tell just where his influence upon 
others begins and ends? The “Country Parson ”— 
a writer whose present neglect by the public is as 
unjust as his former popularity was excessive—has 
lately preached a strong sermon on “The Home 
Vineyard,” taking for his text: “They made methe 
keeper of the vineyards; but mine own vineyard 
have I not kept.” The duty of guarding the indi- 
vidual influence is thus effectively stated : “ Every 
Sunday-school teacher, every visitor of the sick or 
the poor, every human being who is ever called to 
say a word of warning to an erring creature or of 
encouragement to a weary one; every father and 
every mother whose example and conversation and 
entire life to its least detail may affect the impres- 
sionable nature of their child,—God only knows how 
deeply and abidingly; yea, every mortal whose 
lightest word may remain for years in some capri- 
cious memory, and sway the conduct of another at 
some critical turn, is called as seriously [as are min- 
isters of the gospel] to keep the vineyard at home, 
if they would not have it scatter the slight seeds of 
mighty evil wide and far... . Weare all of us 
watched by far more eyes than we think of; and 
spiritual characteristics in us may reappear in those 
who have no intention whatever of imitating us, but 


who insensibly fall into ways which they continually 
see,” 


How little can the shrewdest of us tell which of 
our doings are to have the largest influence upon 
our future lives, or to open to us the broadest ways 
of usefulness! Mr, Alexander Strahan, the London 
publisher, who has begun to write a series of personal 
reminiscences in the English magazine, The Day of 
Rest, tells us how he happened to think of the late 
Dr. Norman Macleod for the editorship of his maga- 
zine, Good Words, when that famous periodical was 
as yet but a possibility. While bearing the selection 
of his editor in mind, Mr. Strahan happened to light 
upon a report, in an Edinburgh newspaper, of a chat 
by Dr. Macleod upon “Cock Robin,” and other 
nursery ballads, which the good doctor had held 
with the children of an Ayrshire school, after 
examination. “I was so struck with the mingled 
wit and wisdom of the words,” says Mr. Strahan, 
“with the broad humanity as well as the rich humor 
of the speaker, that I at once said to myself, ‘ Here 
is the very man, if I can but get him.’” And out 
of this little talk on nursery ballads, thus grew Dr. 
Macleod’s engagement as editor of the most widely 
circulated religious magazine in Christendom. After 
all, it is not for us to presume to say, without any 
possibility of mistake, what are our most important 
doings, or those most likely to affect our future use- 
fulness to the great world about us. If we do our 
duty, whether we are directing the councils of a 
nation, or telling nursery stories to a group of little 
listeners, God will take care of the rest. 


Some recent writers have asserted that “ malaria” 
is the fashionable disease of the present day, just as 
“liver complaint” used to be, fifty years ago, or 
“ neuralgia” in times nearer our own‘day. At any 





rate, it is certain that malaria, though a very real 
and at some times a woeful and deadly source of dis- 
ease, is not fairly to be charged with all the maladies 
which are sometimes ascribed to it by too courteous 
physicians or too credulous friends. A witty news- 
paper correspondent at the national capital gives it 
as his firm belief that wine and whiskey are terms 
which are properly synonymous with not a little of 
that “ malaria” which is assumed to be so potent a 
foe to health in that locality; and it is greatly to be 
feared that in other places than Washington attempts 
are made to disguise the perfectly evident work of 
alcohol by various euphuisms. If one is sick from 
alcoholism, let him not call it malaria; if his bodily 
ills comes from his own violation of the laws of 
health, let him not talk about the injurious effects of 
the surrounding air and water. In spiritual things, 
too, there is a good deal of cowardice which is not 
dissimilar to this tendency to shirk calling physical 
ailments by their right names, If the spiritual 
health of yourself or of your family is in a low con- 
dition, be quite sure that the fault does not lie with 
yourself, before you ascribe it to the inefficient 
preaching of your pastor, or the stagnant piety of 
your fellow church-members, or the idleness of the 
Sunday-school superintendent and teachers. 





LIFE’S GROWTH INTO THE BIBLE. 


The Bible, beyond any other book, is one whose 
words sink deep into the memory, and remain with 
us,—in summer and winter, by day and by night, 
at home and abroad, in sorrow and in happiness,— 
as do the words of no other volume we ever read. 
A part of this lasting quality of Bible words is to be 
ascribed to their admirable literary quality ; for the 
same reason, we remember Shakespeare longer than 
we do the latest versifier of to-day, and we find that 
the wisdom and experience of Bunyan are more 
easily borne in mind than the loosely written utter- 
ances of some fledgling preacher. Still another 
reason why we remember Biblé words with a jealous 
fidelity which even our most careless moods cannot 
wholly relax, is because we associate the language of 
Scripture with memories of the voice, now hushed in 
death, which once read it to us; or of the time or 
place, sanctified by all that is holiest in our earthly 
memories, when surrounding circumstances lent to 
the words of prophet or evangelist a new and potent 
influence, never again to be forgotten or weakened. 

But aside from, and far above, such elements of 
lasting power in the Bible words which we bear in 
memory, is their never-ceasing but ever-increasing 
ability to present truth to us in a new and stronger 
form, and to develop within us, as years go by and 
experiences multiply in our lives, an altogether fresh 
apprehension of the length, breadth, and depth of 
God’s written revelation to man. What we knew 
and felt before—so we thought—we know and feel 
in a far stronger way ; we newly comprehend that 
which before was but half understood ; and we begin 
to see light in places which hitherto have been almost 
wholly dark to us. And to the Bible reader, in all 
the vicissitudes of his experience, this ever-growing 
apprehension of Bible truth becomes one of the . 
greatest of blessings—~a thing that is in itself a daily 
epjoyment, and that plays a great part in the strength- 
ening of his faith and the upbuilding of his spiritual 
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character. It is, in a word, life’s growth into the 
Bible—not a refusal to believe unless we can under- 
stand, not a willingness to be spiritually blind and 
idle because in some things we feel ourselves to be 
in the dark, but a readiness to perceive, ard put into 
our lives, such new truth as we find, from day to day, 
in a Book which never can become stale or profitless 
to the oldest and the devoutest Christian. 

Thus it is that words which, it may be, we have 
long known and loved, burn with new light when- 
ever they are present to aid us in a new experience. 
When, in doubt and depression, we seem oppressed 
by impending difficulties, or cast down by needless 
worry, we find a new help in “ As thy days, so shall 
thy strength be;” “Take therefore no thought for 
the morrow; for the morrow shall take thought for 
the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the 
evil thereof.”” Whea we know not whither to look 
for help but to God, we remember the psalmist’s 
“ Give us help from trouble: for vain is the help of 
man;” or, “Casting all your care upon him; for he 
careth for you.” Wheh we are tempted to lift the 
material above the spiritual, and to forget what 
stores of food for the soul are laid up for us in an 
inexhaustible treasury, we are strengthened by 
“Man doth not live by bread only, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord, 
doth man live”—a passage which, in this same help- 
fulness of which we speak, came to the mind of the 
Saviour, whose own words at another time may like- 
wise help us: “I have meat to eat that ye know not 
of.” If there comes to us a great upholding sense of 
the majesty and strength of the God who has come 
to seem “my Lord and my God,” we adopt for our 
very own the exclamation: “The Lord, he is the 
God; the Lord, he is the God;” “I know that my 
Redeemer liveth;” “I know in whom I have be- 
lieved.” If modern scientific investigation brings to 
mind the wondering query whether, after all, the 
doctrine of another life is really essential to right 
living in this life; whether, on the other hand, we 
are not inferior to the “noble-minded ” materialist 
who, like George Eliot, sighs to “join the choir in- 
visible” of those whose only immortality is the 
wholesome memory left behind them,—then we 
behold anew the fact that the life of the world to 
come is essential to the life that now is, and see, as 
never before, that “if the dead rise not, then is not 
Christ raised ; and if Christ be not raised, your faith 
is vain; ye are yet in your sins.” If the thought 
that we, we must die, comes upon us with appalling 
novelty, then too there comes to us with equal new- 
ness the undying truth that “None of us liveth to 
himself, and no man dieth to himself. For whether 
we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, 
we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or 
die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ both 
died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord 
both of the dead and living.” And who, beside the 
death-bed of the just, has not exclaimed, as uttering 
an individual thought: “ Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my last end be like his!” 
“ Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord!” 

This incorporation of Bible truth in our own 
thought, as giving both illustration and help to the 
events of daily life, is a thing that affects us in the 
most constantly repeated experiences and in the home- 
liest deeds, as well as in those which we fancy of 
higher import. A hundred times a day is not too 
often to remember such advice as “ Let him that 
thinketh he standeti take heed lest he fall ;” or, “ Let 
not him that girdeth on his harness boast himself as 
he that putteth it off” The commonest experience 
of ordinary life brings to us new conceptions of 
thousands of Scripture texts, such, for instance, as 
“ How great a matter a little fire kindleth ;” “ Who- 
soever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have 
more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him 
shall be taken away even that he hath;” “The 
borrower is servant to the lender ;” “The tree is 
known by his fruit;” “A prophet is not without 
honor, save in his own country, and in his own house.” 





And we may behold the sublimest truths with new | 


eyes, when looking at the smaiiest and most perish- 
able of things,—for while we watch one snow-flake 
fall from the sky and melt upon the ground, we may 
discover, as never before, what David meant when 
he said, “ The heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament sheweth his handywork.” 

Thus it is that every man must Jive the Bible before 
he can begin to understand it aright. The truth is 
an old, old one, but too many live as though they 
knew it not. It is of little use to admit that “ expe- 
rience teaches,” and to be annoyed when such a trite 
and axiomatic saying is presented to you, unless you 
are really willing to be, and accustomed to be, taught 
by experience. And he who accepts a Bible truth 
without making it, so far as he can, and ever more 
and more, a part of his innermost spiritual life, has 
still to learn its real meaning. 


TEXTS WITH A HISTORY. 

There are two ways of reading the Bible. One 
way is to go through it blindly and unintelligently, 
in obedience to the feeling that it is our duty to read 
it daily. The other, and better way, is to read it 
from love of it, with a heartfelt appreciation of its 
truth and beauty. In this latter way, Bible truth 
becomes a part of our being and our history. 

A friend told the writer of this article that he 
once saw a Bible checked like a tourist’s guide-book, 
the owner of which called his attention to two pencil- 
marks in Solomon’s Song, showing that he had got 
so far on in reading the volume twice through. He 
admitted that often he found it dull, but he con- 
tinued because he knew it was his duty. He was 
doing his task of persistent perusal with not the least 
possible interest in the chapters over which his eyes 
were roaming, and apparently with no sense of the 
connection between truth and life. This may be an 
extreme case; at any rate, most Christians who feel 
listless while studying the word of God are not quite 
so frank in confessing it. Meantime it is soberly 
asserted that the more advanced believers among the 
churches are fond beyond power of words to express, 
in their affection for favorite divisions of the Scrip- 
tures. Their private Bibles would open of them- 
selves at their favorite chapters. There is a quaint 
story told of a pastor who went in to see his old bed- 
ridden parishioner, and finding in her Testament 
some marks along the page, asked what they could 
mean. Here was a capital P: “Oh! that means 
precious,” she said. ‘There was a letter T with the P: 
“That means tried and proved,” she continued. 

Such experience is far beyond mere story-telling. 
In the Temple Church of London, in a shadowed 
aisle to the left of the great altar, is a white marble 
monument erected to the memory cf one whom John 
Milton called “ the chief of learned men reputed in 
England.” John Selden was one of the most ex- 
traordinary scholars that Britain has produced. The 
volumes which he poured forth in an endless stream 
were filled with research and discrimination. Of 
one of these—a work on the Law of Nature and of 
Nations—Hallam said it was among the greatest 
achievements in erudition any Englishman has per- 
formed. This most excellent man comes down to 
our times by his “ Table-Talk.” Coleridge once re- 
marked about this, as he laid it aside after a thought- 
ful perusal: “ There is more weighty bullion sense in 
this book than I ever found in the same number of 
pages of any uninspired writer.” To Archbishop 
Usher, who preached his funeral sermon in the 
church where he lies now, this learned man Selden 
said just before he died: “I have surveyed most 
of the learning that is among the sons of men, but 
I cannot recollect any passage out of all my books 

and papers whereon I can rest my soul, save this 
from the sacred Scriptures: ‘ For the grace of God 
that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, 
in this present world, looking for that blessed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 





Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 

Would it not be a profitable exercise,—it certainly 
would be an interesting one,—to gather together the 
parts of the word of God which have been helpful 
and dear to individual Christians along the ages? 
How many histories, for instance, have been poured 
into the Fifty-first Psalm! John Rogers recited it 
to himself all the way down to the stake. Ocecolam- 
padius, the reformer, panting for his breath, yet per- 
sisted in saying verse after verse of it, till he died 
with the words still on his lips. The Lady Jane 
Grey asked the headsman to wait for her a decorous 
moment in which to say her Miserere; then she 
bound her eyes calmly, and laid her head on the 
block. So this same dear old Psalm was read at his 
request to Dr. Arnold of Rugby on ‘his death-bed. 
Thus it seems instinct with a life of its own. 

Here would be a fresh and quite safe use to make 
of Christian biography. Many a volume might be 
read to profit just with the purpose of ascertaining 
favorite passages of Scripture which have proved 
helpful under peculiar exigencies to any believer. 
Oliver Cromwell once read aloud Philippians 4: 11- 
13, and then remarked : “ There, in the day when 
my poor child died, this Scripture did go nigh to 
save my life.” The venerable Augustine was con- 
verted by Romans 13: 11-14. One biographer tells 
us that the poet Cowper was brought to Christ by 
reading Romans 3: 24. Matthew Henry wrote a 
record of, himself in a diary he kept at about thir- 
teen years of age: “I think it was three years ago 
that I began to be convinced, hearing a sermon by 
my father, on Psalm 51:17. I think it was that by 
which I was melted ; afterwards I began to inquire 
after Christ.” 

Even this matter of texts preached from with 
remarkable results would give the verses interest, if 
we would look them up. As, for example, Deuter- 
onomy 32: 35, “ Their foot shall slide in due time.” 
which was the text for one of Jonathan Edwards’s 
most famous discourses. In the midst of his words 
that day the people actually rose up from their pews, 
so awful was the impression produced by them. 
Whitefield was once preaching at Exeter, on Psalm 
51:17,“ A broken and a contrite heart.” He says 
that after the service a man came up to him with a 
pocketful of stones, and a big one in his hand, and 
told him in tears: “Sir, I came here to hear you 
this day with a view to break your head, but by the 
grace of God you have broken my heart.” 

But possibly the best exercise of all, both for the 
sake of awaking our interest in particular passages, 
and of gathering a list of effective verses for actual 
use, would be that of setting down in a written record 
all texts which we have found to accomplish perma- 
nent good, and do real service for souls.’ For men and 
women are very nearly alike, and what has helped 
one will be likeliest to help another in the same mood 
or the same exigency. Some of us have been down by 
the seashore, perhaps, and have noticed the great mass 
of what seems mere rubbish cast up on the shore. 
It was all nothing to you, this heap of refuse remnants 
of ships. But along came an old sailor, and asked 
you, “ Do you see that spar over yonder with a knot 
of rope around the middle of it? That brought a 
mother and her baby ashore last week from a ship- 
wreck.” Now you looked again, of course; nay, you 
went and cuta piece off from the beam to carry 
home. You could never make that stick common- 
place or insignificant hereafter, if you tried. The 
lives it saved went into its history. 

Just so with many passages of God’s inspired 
word. They may seem all alike to us in our dull- 
ness of indifference, until suddenly we discover what 
they have done. Then many a verse springs out 
into a marvelous impressiveness and beauty. It has 
brought some tired Christian ashore from the deep 
waters of trouble, or delivered him from the wreck 
of a shattered hope. What did good once will do 
the same sort of good again. 
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A TWILIGHT MEMORY. 
BY MARGARET E. SANGSTER, 


At fall of night, when shadows gray, 
Enfold the feet of fading day, 

Or on the far horizon’s rim, 

The rain-clouds gather, fast and dim, 
From some vague coast of memory 

A childhood picture comes to me. 

I see my mother ; sweet and fair, 

Her gentle face ’neath shining hair. 

I see myself, her little one 

With pensive looks, when day is done. 
Uncertain what the dark may bring, 
I nestle ’neath my mother’s wing, 
And even there by fears possessed, 

My trembling heart is not at rest. 

A tender voice, I hear it yet, 

Bids, “‘ Light the lamps for Margaret.’ 
And swift the cheery rays are poured 
O’er curtained room and smiling board. 
However thick the shadows meet 
To-day around my weary feet, 

No mother’s presence at my side 

Is strong to comfort, bless, and guide. 
The dear one, lifted out of sight, 
Dwells evermore in Love’s own light ; 
But tones my heart can ne’er forget, 
Above me sound in blessing yet, 

And one by one, like stars that rise 
Serene amid the steadfast skies, 

The lamps of faith their glow divine 
Shed grandly round this life of mine, 


And sheltered, e’en when storms are wild, 
I rest, a safe and happy child, 


WOMAN’S HELP. 


BY PRESIDENT WILLIAM W. PATTON, D.D. 


Lord Beaconsfield’s new novel Endymion can hardly 
take very high rank in the literature of fiction. Itisa 
production sui generis. Nobody else could or would have 
written it. Nobody else would have had even the con- 
ception of such a book. It is somewhat of the nature of 
a historical romance. It is more like a parody upon one. 
The life of its hero has the suggestion of an autobiog- 
raphy, yet in many respects goes wide of the author’s 
experience. The most of American readers will pro- 
nounce it dull, The exception will be with those who 
have studied English politics for forty years past, and 
who like to get behind the scenes. The book reveals the 
mode of life of those who are called statesmen. It pic- 
tures the manner in which a promising young politician 
makes his way into society and into British public life, 
and is sided by friends and circumstances, by money, 
fashion, and patronage, by bankers, noblemen, and ladies. 
This last fact is the one to which attention may well be 
given. His leading characters Lord Beaconsfield makes 
indebted to women for their success. He draws the por- 
traits of five or six ladies of beauty, intelligence, wealth, 
social position, and political influence, several of whom 
unite to make a distinguished career for Endymion, It is 
true that many of the incidents strike an American 
reader as utterly improbable. Perhaps they would not 
seem quite so incredible to an Englishman familiar with 
the freaks and fancies of men and women of rank and 
wealth in Great Britain. Be this as it may, the author’s 
purpose is plain. Having received important aid from 
women in his own career, he gratefully recognizes their 
services in this public and peculiar way. He makes them 
to be the power behind the throne. They have a devo- 
tion, a tact, a fertility of suggestion, a self-sacrifice to 
ideas and to heroes, and a potency of influence, which 
cannot be overvalued. His conception of female char- 
acter is not the highest. The moral and religious ele- 
ment has little place, and his heroines, whether as 
daughters, sisters, or wives, act on a plane of mere 
worldly expediency and natural affection. Yet the 
author evidently means to do well by his ladies ; is intent 
upon making them attractive ; tries hard to have it for 
the moral of his book, that whoever would succeed in 
life must have feminine allies, And the reader feels that 
Lord Beaconsfield is paying a debt of gratitude, and 
honors him for it. 

There is indeed a great truth in this direction, and 
women do not have the credit which they deserve. They 
furnish a large part of the inspiration under which men 
act. This begins in the influence of the mother over the 
children, She is ambitious for them, usually more so 





than is the father, and the ambition may be misdirected. 
It was not Zebedee who brought John and James to 
Jesus, desiring for them the two places of honor in the 
coming kingdom. It was their mother, Salome. Many 
a Hannah has consecrated her Samuel to be a prophet. 
In a host of instances in the families of farmers and 
mechanics, that one or more sons have received a college 
education has been due to the maternal sagacity and im- 
portunity. And all through the course of study, the boys 
have been steadily inspired to do their best by the same 
influence. The mother aided the younger ones in learn- 
ing the lessons, heard them recite at home, visited the 
school, attended the exhibitions, wrote letters of stimulus, 
encouragement, and pride to those at college, and often 
spoke the deciding word as to the life-calling, having 
herself been first inspired from above. It will be remem- 
bered by those who have read the admirable memoir of 
Dr. Horace Bushnell, that it was his mother who, at the 
critical moment, turned him from law to theology. 
Kindred to this is often a sister’s love and ambition. 
Many a young man has owed to this source both his 
strong desire for an education and his means of obtain- 
ing it. A sister’s spoken words, suggestive letters, and 
open purse, have started him on his career. 

And what can be said in too high praise of the inspir- 
ing influence of a noble wife? Ah, words fail to depict 
her grand ideals of character and action, her lessons of 
courage and fortitude in times of distress, her refining 
influence on language and manners, her faith in her hus- 
band’s possibilities, her methods of concealing or supple- 
menting his weakness! Reference has been made to Dr. 
Bushnell’s mother, but he often confessed, what his inti- 
mate friends knew to be true, that in both intellectual 
and spiritual respects he was immensely indebted to his 
companion in life, at whose feet, so to speak, many others 
have sat, receiving leasons for mind and heart, sugges- 
tively, not dictatorially, uttered. I well remember hear- 
ing one jocosely say of her, that if she should die, he 
would put upon her tombstone these words of Paul: 
“Mary, who bestowed much labor on us” Oongrega- 
tions seldom understand how much of the value of a 
pastor is due to his wife; not in the form of her church 
activities, or family labors, so much as in her perpetual 
inspirations, which operate on character, suggest thought 
and study, and direct action. 

As to the auxiliary relations of woman to man out of 
the family sphere, Lord Beaconsfield has hardly exagger- 
ated the general fact, though he may have been fanciful 
in his details, Woman has an intuition of the goodness 
of a man, or of a cause, which is often accurate, and is 
always an incentive to effort. She has also a romantic 
devotion in her nature, which makes her a worshiper, an 
enthusiast, and, if need be, a martyr. There are no more 
self-sacrificing patriots than women, no more earnest par- 
tisans, no more thorough devotees. How warmly they 
entered into the late civil war, on both sides! What a 
power they have always been in the Christian church, by 
reason of their imagination, their faith, their enthusiasm, 
their fortitude, and their affection! That was a fitting 
tribute which Dr. Bushnell bore to their worth in this 
respect in the sermon which had so apt a text: “ And 
they found it even so, as the women had said.” It is 
indeed true that occasionally the zeal of the ladies is 
excessive, or is wasted on trifies or on captivating errors, 
and it has become the fashion to ridicule their ritualistic 
ardor, and their persecution of pastors with slippers 
and pin-cushions. But such things are only the light 
dust of the highway which leads to God and truth and 
heaven. That pastor is weak indeed, and sorely to be 
pitied, who has no circle of admiring and sympathizing 
ladies, who are neither weak-minded nor sycophantic, 
but who appreciate Christian character, intellectual 
ability, right ideas, and faithful labor, and are not 
ashamed to show it. Their coarser-minded, money-get- 
ting, or place-seeking husbands are often too busy to 
think, feel, and act in this direction, and the atmosphere 
of co-operation and encouragement about the pastor is 
left to be created by ladies of intelligence aad piety. 
Bleased is the man and the cause which they champion! 

And have not the churches of all denominations learned 
within the last ten years to value highly the organized 
co-operation of women? What a testimony is borne in 
this respect by the Jarge and fruitful Woman’s Board of 
Missions, in each branch of the church ; fruitful in self- 
denying labors, at home and abroad, as well as in con- 
tributions of money! What new vigor also they have 
infused into the temperance cause, basing their efforts on 
distinctively Christian principles and methods? The 
single example of one woman, Mrs. President Hayes, 
quietly but effectually given, has been worth more to that 
cause than any other single instrumentality; and as drink- 
ing is a social habit, and woman controls the social realm, 
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the tgiumph of the cause will nearly be assured when 


ladies are sufficiently enlisted in its behalf. Whatever, 

therefore, may be underrated or neglected in connection 

with any good object, let it not be woman’s help, 
Howard University, Washington, D. C. 


THE SERMON OF AN ANGEL. 
BY BISHOP ARTHUR CLEVELAND COXE, 


He shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of 
the children to their tathers.— Mai. 4: 6. 


Angels are all about us night and day, and we might 
see them, no doubt, if our eyes were not very imperfect. 
There are also many sounds in nature that we never 
hear: because our ears do not catch sounds that are very 
high or very low. So we are told by those who study 
such things. But God can at any time “ open our ears,” 
or our eyes, to hear and see what ordinarily we do not 
perceive: and perhaps I shall be able to tell you more 
about this at another time. Now, I only wish to make 
you observe a pretty thing about the text. It was written 
four hundred years before our Saviour’s birth, by the 
holy prophet Malachi. The times he promised seemed 
to tarry very long; but once when a pious priest was 
ministering in the temple, of a sudden his eyes and ears 
were opened, and he saw an angel. The angel spake 
unto him, and he heard him. And now, the pretty thing 
I wished to point out is that this blessed angel knew the 
Bible, and he took this very text for his text, and he 
preached upon it for the instruction of the priest. How 
striking is the thought that when we read the Bible we 
feed on angels’ food; and when clergymen preach they 
do what angels would gladly do, had not God, in his . 
wisdom, preferred men to minister to their brethren. 

The angel took this text, written four hundred years 
beforehand, and he told the priest that it was all about a 
great preacher that would erelong be born to him as a 
son. This son should grow up to beasecond Elijah, 
and should be greater than all the other prophets, because 
he should complete their work, by pointing out the Lamb 
of God so long expected, and baptizing him to prepare 
him for his work of redeeming poor sinners on the cross. 
In a word, this promised child was St. John the Baptist, 
and he was to introduce Christ to the world as its Saviour; 
and he was also to prepare the way of the Lord, by 
preaching repentance and making sinners feel their need 
of a Saviour. 

Now we come to the text, and we learn one way in 
which he was to make many of the Jewish people ready 
to receive the Son of David. Observe, my dear children, 
how much it concerns such as you are: “He shall turn 
the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of 
the children to their fathers.” Is it not a thing to think 
of, that preparing the way of the Lord had so much to 
do with the hearts of little children ? 

The people of those days were perhaps no worse than 
those of our own times, when we think how much more 
has been done for us than had been done for them. And 
if some people take no pains with their children now, we 
may well suppose they were more neglectful still in the 
days of cruel Kivg Herod. And what was the conse- 
quence? The children of those days grew up to be the 
wicked men that crucified their King ; the King of Glory; 
the well-beloved Son of God. They were the most 
miserable of all men, in being given up to do this,—the 
most awful crime of all crimes men have ever done. 

That there were any good men at all in such days seems 
to be the wonder. But John the Baptist grew up to do 
a great work in converting the wicked, and teaching 
them to obey the gospel. And it was the children of 
these converted people that became the first followers of 
the blessed apostles. Many of them were blessed martyrs; 
and many of them were missionaries who went to distant 
lands, and taught even our own forefathers, in Britain, to 
know and love the Redeemer. 

Now, how was itdone? You see it was by what we 
now call family religion. Fathers and mothers, too, 
began to love their children’s souls as well as their bodies, 
So Timothy was brought up, and he b&came a great mis- 
sionary. We know that good parents catechized their 
children, because this is what St. Luke tells us of The- 
ophilus and hiseducation. And children began to love to 
be taught, as they generally do, when loving fathers and 
mothers take such pains to teach them, telling them 
about the holy Jesus, going over all the wonderful stories 
of the Bible with them, and showing that they are 
probably made beautiful for the very purpose of interest- 
ing children, and “ making them wise unto salvation.” 

See what a happy thing it is to belong to a Ohristian 
family, in which fathers and mothers are so bound to 
love their children, and take care of them. You have 
heard, I dare say, how heathen children are treated by 
their parents,—often thrown into the streets, or into the 
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rivers, and sometimes sacrificed to their horsid idols. 
There never was such a thing as a true family among 
heathen; because neither fathers nor children know 
how to use their hearts in loving one another as they 
should; that is, faithfully, and not with mere animal 
affection, as we see dogs and cats nursing their young 
for a time, and then forgetting them. And even among 
the Jews, families were not ordinarily such as Christian 
families always may be, and always are, when they are 
truly Christian. 

You know how dear is the thought of home, when you 
are away from home for a short time; now, in one word, 
this very thing, a home, is a Ohristian idea; and there 
are no true homes where there are no true Ohristians. 

So the angel came to tell the world about homes; how 
the time was near which we call the Christian age; how 
it should be the age of homes and of happy families; and 
this just so far as fathers and mothers should be true 
Christians, and regulate their love to their children by 
the Holy Scriptures, so a’ to make their children love 
them dearly in return, 

“He shall turn the hearts of the fathers to the chil- 
dren,” said the angel. Bad fathers, who neglect their 
children, generally have bad sons and daughters. I often 
preach to wretched men and women in prisons; and 
sometimes I have said to them, “I am afraid your fathers 
and mothers never taught you the catechism; never 
taught you the Lord’s Prayer; never taught you about 
the Saviour; and never took you by the hand and led 
you to church with them on the Lord’s Day. If so, you 
see the consequences of their folly, in your own misery 
and sinfulness; and,I am afraid they, as well as you, 
deserve to be shut up in prison for letting their children 
grow up without good habits; but even now you can 
repent, and teach your children to do better.” So I have 
talked to them ; and I have seen them weep bitterly as I 
said such sad words ; and if any of them had good fathers 
and mothers, I have no doubt they wept because they 
knew the fault was all their own. The heart of their 
fathers had been turned to them, but, alas! they had not 
turned their hearts to their fathers. 

And this is what I come, next, to speak of. Ohildren 
are often so foolish as to have no heart to be instructed ; 
they prefer always to do as they choose, and not to love 
what is good and hate what is evil. If such children grow 
up to become thieves, and even murderers, no wonder. 
You must remember it is not love when a foolish father 
lets his boy eat what will make him ill, or play with 
knives and guns that may hurt him. A good father 
shows his love by teaching his children to avoid what 
injures them, and to prefer what will make them comfort- 
able and happy. And just so he teaches them to hate 
sin, which sooner or later makes us miserable, and to love 
what is right and true, because to do right and speak 
truth always makes us happy in the end. Children’s 
hearts then, must be so turned to their fathers and 
mothers that they must love to obey them. They must 
be sure that they are too young to know what is for their 
own good, and they must delight to let their parents 
guide them. I have seen children very miserable, suffer- 
ing great pain, and taking very disagreeable medicines, 
because they were disobedient to parents. And all this 
they would have escaped, had they turned their hearts to 
their parents’ words and commands; knowing very well 
that they were forbidden nothing and commanded to do 
nothing except in love; their parents only wishing to 
make them happy by making them wise. So children 
may be made wise for two worlds: wise for this life, and 
wise unto salvation. 

Two more things I must say, and that is all just now: 
First, the text has these words added to it, very terrible 
words: “ Lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.” 
Every land is cursed where there are no Christian homes; 
and our own happy land will be cursed as other lands 
have been where fathers do not love their children wisely, 
and where children despise their parents. Ark your 
fathers, when you go home, to tell you about the beautiful 
land of France, and what dreadful things happened there 
when the people forgot God and ceased to worship him. 
There is no word in the French language that means just 
what is meant by our dear English word “home.” And 
once I heard a very great man, in the city of Paris, tell- 
ing his own countrymen about English and American 
homes ; and he said they would never be a truly happy 
people till they had such homes. And he added that 
the secret of such homes is to have the Bible read 
and believed and followed in every family. This is just 
what the angel might have told them, had he preached 
to them as he did of old to the priest in the temple. 

And, the last thing I wish to say is, when you hear a 
sermon always remember the text. And if, when you go 
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sermon, I trust you will be able to tell them what I have 
said, but, above all, what the angel said, and what was 
his text, It is, perhaps, a little too long for you to recollect 
it; and so the next best thing is to remember where the 
text is found. And this time it will be easy, for it is in 
the very last verse of the Old Testament. You can’t 
forget that. And I think you will say that it must bea 
very important text to be found on the last page of the 
prophets and on the first page of the great evangelist 
St. Luke. Besides, you will remember it*was first spoken 
by a great prophet, and that four hundred years after it 
was spoken by the angel Gabriel to the priest Zacharias. 
And it proves this, among other things, that God and 
holy angels and holy men have taught us that one of the 
first things to make ready the way of the Lord is to teach 
Christian love to fathers and children, and so to build up 
the blessed Christian home. 


“ABOVE ALL THAT WE ASK OR THINK.” 


BY RACHEL ADAMS, 


“‘ Millicent, did you ever hear of the old woman who 
one day wished there was no such thing as a promise in 
the Bible, so that for once she could be good and serve 
the Lord without thinking of rewards or punishment ?— 
Wasn’t she about right? What do you think?” 

““T am afraid, Theo, there was at least a little smack of 
spiritual pride, if not a good bit of the old Adam, in her 
thought. Perhaps, though, I do her injustice. There is 
something, after all, in her feeling, akin to those beauti- 
ful lines of Xavier's: — 

“My God! I love thee, not because 
I hope for heaven thereby—” 


But it seems to me he has risen above and beyond her 
thought, for listen : 
“Thou, O my Jesus, thou didst me 
Upon the cross embrace: 
For me didst bear the nails and spear, 
And manifold disgrace. 


‘Then why, O blessed Jesus Christ, 

Should I not love thee well? 

Not for the sake of winning heaven, 
Or of escaping hell. 

Not with the hope of gaining aught, 
Not seeking a reward ; 

But as thyself hast loved me, 
O ever-loving Lord! 

E’en s0, I love thee, and will love, 
And in thy praise will sing, 

Solely because thou art my God, 
And my eternal King!” 


“Yes, that is the spirit I like. Gratitude is the key- 
note of the song. No selfishness or greed in its Chris- 
tianity. No following Christ for the loaves and fishes. 
Do you know, Millicent, I, for one, do not like to think 
that God needs to be entreated to give us blessings, or to 
be reminded of his promises, as is the idea so many good 
people seem to have of prayer. Doesn’t he himself tell 
us that he is ‘able to do exceeding abundantly, above 
all that we ask or think”? 

“For that matter, Theo, we certainly need not suppose 
our prayers are intended to move God to what he is 
unwilling or slow to give. He never grants grudgingly. 
But I believe one reason why Christians sometimes mis- 
apprehend one another on this question of prayer,—yes, 
and misapply the very words and promises of the Bible 
too—is that they view the subject from a wholly wrong 
stand-point. God’s word is full of promises to believing, 
importunate prayer ; but not for the reason you give.” 

“How can you think, Millicent, that your prayers or 
mine can influence or change the eternal Mind; can 
make him alter his purposes toward us? That were to 
believe him mutable like ourselves!” 

“That is just where I take issue with you. There is 
where your false position is. I believe that prayer is 
needed and enjoined, not as the means of changing God’s 
mind and will toward us,—but of altering ours towards 
him. It is his own appointed way of fitting my heart 
and your heart to receive the very blessings he is longing 
to give, but which would not be blessings were he to give 
them without our caring to seek them at his hand. Don’t 
you see, dear, that alters the whole question? It is our 
hearts and wills that need to be put in the attitude of re- 
ception, and this, as I understand it, is why he would 
have us pray. God’s best things come to us only on our 
knees; we cannot otherwise ‘receive them.’ There they 
are, waiting for us; but to take them, to let him give 
them, we must do our part, and become believing sup- 
pliants. Prayer is one of the means by which he is ever 
trying to make our hearts larger, that so he may give 
himself the more freely and largely to us. Only think 





home, your father or mother should ask you about my 


. 







answers to prayer! And how prompt are they, just so 

soon as we are truly ready to receive! Why should he 

have given such rich promises and assurances, unless he 

meant us-to use them, and act upon them? Do you 

think he cares so little for his own word, his own oath. 

sealed to us in the blood of his Son, as not to be grieved 

and insulted by our refusal to rest upon the promises? 

Why, the New Testament (to say nothing of the Old) is 

full of encouragement and of positive precept, over and 

over, as to prayer. I shouldn’t know what to do with it 

all, if I thought as you seem to, Theo. 

“Still, Millicent, why not just trust God to give us 

what he chooses? He knows our needs; we cannot 

inform him. He knows better than we what they are. 

It seems like doubting our Father’s love,” 

“What a specious objection! Into what an angel of 
light our tempter can transform himself! Anything to 

keep us in bondage, and prevent us from entering into 

the liberty, wherewith Christ hath set us free.’ Surely, 

it is simply our duty, as obedient children, to do what 
God tells us. He is sovereign; and he has chosen to 
make a condition with us, as to the bestowal of certain 
blessings, He, as it were, commands, ‘Stretch forth 
thine hand!’ Shall we question the wisdom of this 
order, or say, ‘ Lord, thou canst give without my reaching 
forth the hand?’ Has he not chosen for our good to 
connect a plenteous harvest with the faithful toil of the 
laborer? Even so, he has chosen to say—and in how 
many varying forms he has put it!—‘for this thing will 
I be inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them.’. 
In the same breath which tells us ‘to inquire of him,’ 
he bids us expect him ‘to do it’ for us. Our hearts and 
lives will be the readier for the dews of his grace and 
the sun of his love, if we have first broken up our fallow 
ground, and made preparation for his blessing. You 
know that St. James in his Epistle says: ‘ Ye have not, 
because ye ask not.’ Do you not see, Theo, how God 
delights in being asked by us? How he loves to be im- 
portuned by his children? We are to give him this 
proof of our filial confidence. It is we, not he, who must 
be moved by the power of prayer. It is the stirrings of 
his ‘first’ love that prompts us to seek, at all. Do not 
let us be afraid to take him at his word. He knows that 
no true child of his, who is abiding in him (John 15: 7) 
will ask for foolish, vain, or worldly things; but always, 
according to the light given, for things to God’s glory, 
and in submission to his will. We are apt to limit the 
promise to spiritual things,—but it may be, if we study 
his word prayerfully, we shall take it to include the whole 
range of good, for body and for soul—even as godliness 
hath ‘ promise of the life that now is, and of that which 
is tocome.’ ‘If ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you.’ The very text you quoted at first, this evening, 
Theo, teaches that if he can do ‘exceeding abundantly, 
above all that we ask or think,’ we need never fear but 
that his performance of good will be far beyond our 
prayers. His giving always outgoes our asking.” 

“ Well, dear Millicent, I confess I begin to look at it 
differently. I never thought till now how God had his 
purposes to work out in me, by teaching me to pray for 
what he wanted to give. I have sheltered myself under 
a false interpretation of those beautiful words of the 
collect: ‘Who art always more ready to hear than we to 
pray, and art wont to give more than either we desire or 
deserve.” Yet surely those words are meant as an actual 
incentive to prayer, an encouragement to ask largely. 
I see it now. I have been in the habit of thinking that 
to pray much arose from a low, unworthy, heathenish 
view of our relation to God. In the sense of communion 
with him, I have believed prayer to be a necessity of my 
being, but I have been held back from petition.” 

“ If you notice, Theo, the choice of the Gospel.directly 
following that very collect from which you have quoted, 
shows in what light the Prayer-book regards our right of 
petition ; for it is the account of the healing of the deaf 
and dumb, given as an instance of ‘the abundance of his 
mercy.’ Another of the collects, you know, teaches us to 
pray, ‘Grant that those things which we ask faithfully, 
we may obtain effectually.’ I wonder you never took 
exception to such language. Again, we hear of the 
‘hearty desire to pray’ given us by God. In neither 
Bible nor Prayer-book do we find that prayer is a mere 
calm, passive frame of communion with God, as exclusive 
of petition; rather, it is constantly represented as an 
earnest, persevering pleading with God in Christ for the 
things pledged to us, through this ordained, accepted 
channel. I was looking up this whole subject in my 
reference Bible, the other day, and oh, what a treasure- 
house there is, both in Christ’s direct teachings and in 
the writings of his apostles! We need never fear that the 
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ing great and precious promises.’ He tells us fo ‘come 
boldly.’ How strange and perverted the will that turns 
and says: ‘ But, Lord, I am ashamed to come at all. Thou 
knowest all far better than I can tell thee!’ Ah! how 
was it with Paul, the apostle who had been caught up to 
the third heaven? Did he, because of what he there saw 
and heard, learn not to pray? Years after he writes: 
‘ Without ceasing, I make mention of you always in my 
prayers, making request if by any means, now at length, 
I might have a prosperous journey by the will of God, to 
come unto you.’ Was his request too trivial? Or again, 
in Philemon, he says: ‘ But withal, prepare me a lodging, 
for I trust that, through your prayers, I shall be given 
unto you.’ And yet again, in Romans 15, ‘Now I 
beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 
and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with 
me in your prayers to God for me;’ going on further to 
ask a specific blessing on at least three different interests 
which he had at heart! I know some Ohristians who 
would be afraid to make such Pauline prayers. They 
would think it presumption to ask God for the temporal 
mercy of ‘a prosperous journey,’ even though made in 
the cause of the gospel. ‘ What! ask the Lord for health, 
or a safe journey, or money to be spent forhim? No! 
let me rather submit cheerfully and patiently to what he 
sends, who knows best for me.’ The old, one-sided argu- 
ment! Think you that when the blind or deaf or suf- 
fering came to Jesus for healing, he would have ‘had 
compassion on the multitude,’ had their faith been pre- 
sumption, had it been displeasing ordishonoring to him?” 

* But, Millicent, some say that the ideas of prayer such 
as you have advanced, give only an Old Testament view 
of God’s character, a sort of heathen conception of his 
dealing with men.” 

“T think it very unwise to draw any line of separation 
such as your remark implies between the Old and New 
Testaments, They are one in the mind of Him who 
inspired; and the ‘eternal life’ fulfilled in the New was 
promised before the world began, by God, who cannot lie 
(Titus 1:2; 2 Tim.1:9). The whole Bible, like Jeru- 
salem of old, ‘is built as a city that is at unity in itself,’ 
and we may not sever the teachings of one part from 
those of another, without risk of doing violence to the 
life of the whole. Isaiah uses language like this: ‘ Ask 
me of things to come concerning my sons, and concern- 
ing the work of my hands, command ye me.’ If this 
were only an Old Testament theory of approach to God, 
what should we make of the gospel declaration, that ‘ the 
kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent 
take it by force’? St. James certainly belonged to the 
new dispensation, yet he did not hesitate to enforce and 
illustrate the power of prayer by reminding his converts 
of Elias, who in the days of old had prevailed with God 
in prayer for temporal mercies. It is in this connection 
he says that ‘the effectual fervent (original: energetic, 
working) prayer of a righteous man availeth much.’ So 
we may well rest satisfied with this ‘goodly fellowship of 
the prophets,’ and consent to be esteemed weak and low. 
‘ Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and 
the weakness of God is stronger than men’ (1 Cor. 1: 25- 
28). Better to be on the weak side with God, than on the 
rtrong with man.” 

“Yes, Millicent, I am content; and I see that we have 
no right to divorce the result desired from its condition ; 
no right to look for God’s blessings apart from the prayer 
which is his appointed means of bestowal.” 

“The next time an objector brings such a criticism to 
bear on the subject, I should in your place, Theo, simply 
refer him to passages in the Epistles,—writings which we 
know contain most fully ‘the mind of the Spirit,’ and 
beg him to study them with prayer for the teaching of 
the Spirit. For, as says Bishop Ellicott, ‘The Holy 
Scriptures themselves, by means of well-chosen parallel 
passages, make that form of commentary which should 
take the precedence of every other.’ And whoever will 
write out, word for word, in full, each precious promise 
and injunction on this subject, will have a ‘ golden 
treasury’ worth more to him than all the treatises on 
prayer ever written ; and one from which to draw with- 
out speculation and without fail, until prayer is wholly 
lost in praise. 

‘ New beauties shine at each perusal ; and the truths 
From God’s own bosom sent, when text with text compared, 
Like gold, but brighten by collision.’ 
Some of the treasuries of God’s grace appear to be 
unlocked by a special key of faith, as though therein 
Christ said once again to us, ‘If ye will receive it.’ To 
me it is a very sweet and precious thought that Jesus 
loves to listen to my requests made with thanksgiving. 
It brings me very close to him, when many a time, in 
answer to my petition, he gives me tokens of the love 
that passeth knowledge. Tokens small, perhaps, in them- 





selves, but great as showing how he delights in my coming 
to him with all my wants and wishes. And the more I 
come, the more he abounds toward me! Like a tender 
father who cannot do enough for the child of his love, 
but who tells him, ‘All that I haveis thine!’ And even 
when he seems to withhold my desire I rejoice—watching 
for the traces of his wiser will toward me, his own ‘ far 
better.’ I know that while he may not see fit to grant 
the letter of my prayer, he will surely fulfill its spirit by 
drawing me in closer bonds to himself, the giver of every 
good and perfect gift. 

‘So, dear Theo, let us with thankful heart join in our 
common prayer, ‘O God, who hast prepared for those 
who love thee such good things as pass man’s under- 
standing, pour into our hearts such love toward thee that 
we, loving thee above all things, may obtain thy promises 
which exceed all that we can desire, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen,” 


FOR CHI,DREN AT HOME. 


HOW JIMMY BROWN’S PRAYER WAS 
ANSWERED. 
BY WILLIAM NORRIS BURR, 


“There, mother’s gone off into the bed-room to cry. 
I know it as well as I know anything, and I wish she 
wouldn’t ; but then she can’t help it. I’ll try hard not 
to let her know that I noticed that tear on her face when 
she turned away just now, though it does make me feel 
so badly myself I can hardly keep from crying too. I 
wish Oliver’d come home. He ought to be shook for 
being off, nobody knows where, when mother needs him 
here so much.” 

Jimmy Brown twisted about uneasily in the great 
arm-chair, then carefully placed his bandaged foot in 
a more comfortable position, and continued his soliloquy : 
“JT don’t just exactly understand why the Lord allowed 
that axe to slip the other day and cut my foot so, when I 
was trying my best to do everything I could for mother. 
It’s just too bad. I can’t do as much as Oliver could if he 
was at home, but I could do some things to ease up 
mother’s burdens a little before that happened. Now I 
am nothing but just another burden. Perhaps it’s so, as 
mother says, that the Lord means to take care of us in 
some way, but there don’t seem to be much signs of it 
now.” 

Jimmy twisted about again, and then sat a long time 
looking thoughtfully out of the window. 

It is the old story again, my reader,—the story that has 
been and the story that will be, because the poor we have 
always with us. Mrs. Brown was a poor widow who 
worked and planned and prayed day after day, month 
after month, and year after year, for just the necessities of 
life. Oliver, her older son, like many another poor 
young man, had gone West to make his fortune, failed in 
his purpose, and now, with no means to take him back to 
his eastern home, and too proud to go back penniless 
even if the way were opened, wandered about the streets 
of a crowded western city, “‘ picking up a job” occa- 
sionally, thus barely keeping himself alive. Jimmy, the 
younger boy, was a noble little fellow, with a heart full 
of love for his mother, and it was no small matter with 
him that he could not now do his part toward obtaining 
the comforts so much needed. A few days before, while 
splitting wood for Mr. Cook, the merchant, he had acci- 
dentally cut his foot; and here he was, “just a burden 
and no help at all,” as he chose to express it. 

“Tf I had any idea where in the world that Oliver is, 
I’d send him a letter that would bring him home!” ex- 
claimed the imprisoned boy, after his long look out of 
the window. Then, at a sudden thought, his countenance 
changed, and he said more softly: ‘Well, to tell the 
truth, I’d forgotten all about it. All this time that I’ve 
been fretting about Oliver, the Lord has known just 
where he is, and might, perhaps, have sent him home if 
I'd ever asked himto, I guess ’twill be better to send my 
message through the Lord, any way, than it would be to 
send direct such a letter as I thought awhile ago I would 
like to write Oliver. Mother’s praying for him this 
minute, I know, and I’m going to stop my fretting and 
pray too.” 

Was it as well for all concerned that Jimmy Brown 
took the Lord into his confidence that day, telling him 
all about the home-trouble, and: asking his help in the 
matter? We shall see. 


* * * * a 


“ Well, sir, in one respect I am something like Timo- 
thy, for I had a good mother and grandmother; but I’ve 
never been much of a Ohristian myself, though I’ve 
tried it two or three times,” 








“And you think now that you really want to try again, 
—do you?” 

“* Yes, sir; I’ve been thinking about the matter for days, 
and I’ve thought and prayed, and sometimes I’ve pleaded 
most earnestly with the Lord to forgive my sins and send 
me peace; but somehow, instead of things getting better, 
I am growing more and more wretched every day. 
I don’t know what to do. I must go now, sir, but if 
you can come round to my room to-morrow night I'll 
be glad to see you.” 

This conversation passed between two young men in 
the hall of the Young Men’s Christian Association in a 
western city, and the one who seemed to be so earnestly 
seeking pardon was Oliver Brown. 

The next night found the young man to whom Oliver 
had opened his heart at the room of the latter, patiently 
endeavoring again to help the wanderer find what he was 
apparéntly so earnestly seeking; but all seemed as dark 
to Oliver as on the day before. At last his friend said 
to him: “Are you quite sure that you are willing to 
put yourself into God’s han ls just as you are, and 
trust him fully?” 

“Well, sir,’ returned Oliver, “I may as well make a 
clean breast of it and tell you the whole story. I came 
out West here three years ago, hoping to make some 
money,—for I’ve a poor, widowed mother at home, and I 
wanted money that I might relieve her from the hard 
work she is obliged to do now to keep soul and body 
together. I’ve got one brother, but he’s a little fellow 
yet. Well, sir, I’ve tried my best these three years, but 
somehow everything has failed me, and I’ve just barely 
made enough to live on myself. Haven’t been able to 
send home a cent. Last week a man asked me to go into 
a little business with him at the new town up at the end 
of the road, and I consented, for it seemed like the best 
opening to make some money I’ve had yet. Now you 
see, air, if I become a Christian I’ve got to give this up, 


‘because there’s liquor connected with it; but it’s so cer- 


tain to bring me the money I so much need that I can’t 
quite make up my mind to give it up. It’s just this one 
thing, I know, that keeps from me the peace I have so 
longed for.” : 

Long and earnestly the Master’s disciple talked and 
prayed with Oliver Brown that night; but he left him in 
the same terrible darkness, apparently, in which he had 
found him. 

The next day, however, the two met on the street, and 
with an eager grasp of the hand, his face beaming with 
a new-found joy, Oliver exclaimed : 

“Tt’s all settled, sir, for I just gave up al/ for Christ 
last night before I went to bed; and this morning almost 
the first man I met on the street was an old friend of my 
father’s, who has kindly provided a way for me to return 
home. I am going to start to-morrow, and I’m sure the 
Lord will help me after I get there to some work that will 
enable me to lift the burden from my mother’s shoulders, 
Pray for me sometimes, sir.” 

“The Lord bléss you, my friend!” exclaimed the young 
man fervently; “you, and your mother, and your 
brother, too. Help that brother all you can to grow up 
to a Ohristian manhood.” ® 

“Thank you, sir,” said Oliver, his eyes filling with 
tears ; and they parted. 

+ * * * * 

“ Mother,” said Jimmy Brown, one evening, “TI really 
believe we’ll hear something from Oliver before many 
days.” 

“Why, Jimmy, what makes you seem so sure of it?” 
asked Mrs. Brown a little more rapidly than she was wont 
to speak. 

“ Oh—because,” said Jimmy, with a little hesitation, 
“T’ve been praying about it a good deal lately, instead of 
fretting. Here, I’ll bring in the wood to-night, mother. 
My foot is about well again now.” 

Jimmy went out to the wood-pile, and Mrs. Brown 
continued her work with a strange heart-flutter such as 
she had not felt for years. Her mind was so busied with 
thought that she failed to notice Jimmy’s long absence. 

After a while he came in without the wood, evidently 
trying hard to keep back some expression of excitement. 

“Why, Jimmy, where is the wood? and what is the 
matter, child?” 

“T told you so, mother!” exclaimed the boy, unable 
to break the news quietly, as he had intended. At that 
instant the door flew open, and there stood Oliver. 

“What night was it that you decided not to touch 
that old liquor business, Oliver?” asked Jimmy, after 
the wanderer had recited the story of his conversion. 

“ Last Monday night,” replied his brother. 

“And last Monday was the day I stopped fretting 
about you, and asked God to take care of the whole 
matter,” said Jimmy softly, 
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those things which ye do hear and see . . . the poor have the 
gospel preached unto them. Matt. 11: 4, 5.——Hath not God 
chosen the poor of this world? James 2: 5. 

To heal the brokenhearted.——Because thine heart was tender, 
and thou didst humble thyself before God .. . I have even 
heard thee also, saith the Lord. 2Chron. 34: 27.——The Lord is 
nigh unto them that are of a broken heart, and saveth such as be 
of a contrite spirit, Psa. 34 : 18.——The sacriiices of God are a 
broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, U God, thou wilt 
not despise. Psa. 51: 17.——To this man will I look, even to 
him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my 
word, Isa. 66: 2. ‘ 


To preach deliverance to the captives.——To hear the groan- 
ing of the prisoner ; to loose those that are appointed to death. 
Psa. 102: 20. Turn you to the stronghold, ye prisoners of 
hope : even to-day do I declare that I will render double unto 
thee. Zech. 9: 12.——Who hath delivered us from the power 
of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his 
dear Son. Col. 1:18. 


Recovering of sight to the blind. —— The Lord openeth 
the eyes of the blind. Psa. 146: 8——The eyes of the blind 
shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness. Isa. 29: 18. 
Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith 
be it unto you. And their eyes were opened. Matt. 9: 29, 30. 
——For ye were sometime darkness, but now are ye light in 
the Lord. Eph. 5: 8. 


Them that are bruised, A bruised reed shall he not break, 
and the smoking flax shall he not quench. Isa, 42: 3. 
V.19. To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.——In an 
acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation 
have [ helped thee. Isa. 49: 8.——To proclaim the acceptable 














of whom about 2,000 are Muslims, and the others Christians 
of various sects. There is a Protestant church there, with 
an excellent native pastor. The oriental name for Christians 
is Nasirtyeh, or Nazarenes, to this day. A house is shown as 
that of Joseph and Mary, but of course it is modern. * The 
only real spot whose genuineness cannot be questioned, is the 
well of Mary, the fountain of the village, situated a little 
outside of the town. This spring, like that of many other 
villages, is the sole cause of its continued existence, if not of 
its origin. To this spring Mary must often have gone to 
fetch water ; and here Jesus himself must often have drunk. 
Its history, with that of the different buildings and pools about 
it, has been preserved for many ages. A description will be 
found in The Sunday School Times for January 17, 1880. 


CRITICAL .NOTES. 
BY A, C, KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 


PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


(14.) And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into 
Galilee, and a report went out in all the surrounding region 
concerning him; (15.) and he himself was teaching in their 
synagogues, being held in honor by them all. 

(16.) And he came into Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up; and he entered, according to his custom, on the 
sabbath day into the synagogue, and stood up to read. (17.) 
And there was delivered to him a scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah, and, unrolling the scroll, he found the place where it 
was written, 

(18.) The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 





promised. yous of the Lord, and the day of _ geance af our Ged, Inn. Because he hath anointed me to bring glad tidings - 

Ht . . , = ‘ 61: 2..—— For the day of vengeance is in mine heart, and the 
Friday, February 18: John 16; 1-13. Spiritual help promised. : to the poor: 

} . , ‘ per year of my redeemed is come. Isa. 63: 4. . . ; 
iH Saturday, February 19: Dan. 6: 16-23, Temporal help found. He hath sent me to proclaim deliverance to the cap- 
B} Sunday, February 20: Eph, 2: 4-13, Spiritual help found. V. 20, And sat down.——And he sat down, and taught the : tives ; 
| people out of the ship. Luke 5: 3-——And seeing the multi- 4 
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{Luke 4: 14-21.] 


14. And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into 
Galilee : and there went out a fame of him through all the 
region round about, 

15, And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. 

16. And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, and stood up-for to read. 

17. And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet 
Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place 
where it was written, 

18, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor ; he hath sent me 
to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them 
that are bruised, 

1°, To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

20. And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the min- 
ister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the 
synagogue were fastened on him. 

21. And he began to say unto them, This day is this Scrip- 
ture fulfilled in your ears. 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Luke 4:14. Aetwrned in the power of the Spirit.——Jesus 
being full of the Holy Ghost, returned from Jordan. Luke 
4: 1.——That word .. . which was published throughout all 
Judea, and began from Galilee after the baptism which John 
preached ; how God anbinted Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Ghost and with power. Acts 10: 37, 38. 

V. 16, Nazareth, where he had been brought wp.—He went 
down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto 
them. Like 2: 51.—~—He came and dwelt in a city called 
Nazareth : that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene. Matt. 2: 23,— 
When he was come into his own country, he taught them in 
their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished, and said, 
. . . Is not this the carpenter’s son? is not his mother called 
Mary? and “his brethren . . . and his sisters, are they not all 
with us? Matt. 13: 54-56, 





As his custom was.——And when he was twelve years old, 
they went up to Jerusalem, after the custom of the feast. Luke 
2: 42.——-Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; 
I ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the 
Jews always resort. John 18 : 20.—T hey came to Thessal onica, 
where was a synagogue of the Jews: and Paul, as his manner 
was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with 
them out of the Scriptures. Acts 17: 1, 2. 


V. 18. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.—God, thy God, 
hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 
Psa, 45: 7. Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, 


in whom my soul delighteth: I have put my Spirit upon him, 
Isa. 42: 1. 





Hath anointed me, Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 
people and upon thy holy city, . . . to seal up the vision and 
prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy. Dan. 9: 24.—We 
have found the Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ 
(mar. the anointed]. John 1: 41, 


To preach the gospel to the poor.—The poor among men 
shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. Isa, 29 : 19.——So the 
poor of the flock that waited upon me knew that it was the 
word of the Lord. Zech, 11: 11,——Go and shew John again 





tudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his 
disciples came unto him: and he opened his mouth, and taught 
them. Matt. 5:1, 2.——And early in the morning he came 
again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and 
he sat down, and taught them. John 8: 2. 

And the eyes of all . . . were fastened upon him.——All the 
people were very attentive to hear him. Luke 19: 48.——Ye 
men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so 
earnestly on us? Acts 3: 12. 

V. 21. This day is this Scripture fulfilled ——He turned him 
unto his disciples, and said privately, Blessed are the eyes 
which see the things ye see: for I tell you, that many prophets 
and kings have desired to see those things which ye see, and 
have not seen them ; and to hear those things which ye hear, 
and have not heard them. Luke 10: 23, 24.——I know that 
Messias cometh, which is called Christ : when he is come, ‘he 
will tell us all things. John 4: 25.——Search the Scriptures ; 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they 
which testify of me. John 5: 39.——But those things, which 
God before had showed by the mouth of all his prophets, that 
Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled. Acts 3: 18. 


LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 

Since the beginning of the ministry of John the Baptist 
nearly a year has elapsed. It is now A. D. 27, sometime after 
the Passover ; probably some months. 

Jesus, then about thirty years old, had been baptized by 
John in the Jordan, and had been testified to as the Messiah 
by a voice from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit descending 
in bodily shape, like a dove, upon him. This was the scene 
commonly referred to by the early Christian fathers as proof 
of the Trinity. Jesus had then been taken by the Spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. Returning, John 
had again given his testimony to Jesus’ messiahship. 

Then Jesus began to gather disciples; and he “ manifested 
forth his glory ” by the first miracle at Cana in Galilee. 

Shortly after this occurred the first passover of Jesus’ 
public- ministry, at which he drove the traders out of the 
temple. At about this time he held his discourse with Nico- 
demus at Jerusalem. After this he remained for a time in 
Judea, baptizing, when John again gave testimony to his 
messiahship, and again told his own disciples that Jesus was 
the one whom he had come to announce. 

John was then imprisoned by Herod, when Jesus with- 
drew into Galilee, holding his wonderful discourse with the 
Samaritan woman on the way. He taught publicly in Galilee, 
and, especially, appeared again at Cana, where he healed the 
nobleman’s son who lay ill at Capernaum. Then he appears 
at Nazareth, where occurred the event recorded in this lesson. 

Nazareth, as we all know, was the home of Joseph and 
Mary, and the place where all had known Jesus from boy- 
hood. It has always been a little village, mostly on a side- 
hill, on an east and west line with the southern end of the 
Lake of Galilee, and about six hours’ journey southeast from 
Haifa, the modern town at the foot of Mt. Carmel, on the 
sea. The modern name of Nazareth is En-Nastra, which is 
only the Arabic form of the ancient name. The side-hill on 
which it stands is the slope of the Jebel es-Sikh. The houses 
of Nazareth are mostly dazzling white, from the stucco on 
the walls, and are “embosomed in a green framework of cactus- 
hedges, fig and olive-trees.” The population is over 5,000, 





To send forth in freedom them that are crushed ; 
(19.) To proclaim an acceptable year of the Lord. 
(20.) And rolling up the scroll he gave it back to the ser- 
vant, and sat down, and the eyes of all in the synagogue were 
fastened upon him. (21.) And he began to say to them, To- 
day hath this Scripture been accomplished in your ears, 
NOTES. 


Verse 14.—Jesus returned. This return did not, as it 
might appear, follow immediately on the baptism and temp- 
tation. Retween verses 13 and 14 intervenes a long series of 
events (John 1: 35-41). Jesus had gone into Galilee to the 
wedding of Cana, thence down to Capernaum, thence to the 
Passover at Jerusalem, where he cleansed the temple, and 
had his interview with Nicodemus; thence had gone into the 
Judean country near the Jordan, where John was baptizing, 
and thence, after the imprisonment of John, returned through 
Samaria to Galilee. This return (that of John 4:1; Matt. 
4:12) is identical with this of Luke. In this return Jesus 
had his interview with the woman of Samaria.—Jn the power 
of the Spirit. Filled with his influences alike for teaching 
and miracles, since his descent upon him at the baptism.— 
A report. Partly at the return of him of whom the Gali- 
leans had already heard so much; but a report now growing 
daily with his renewed wonders of wisdom and power. 

Verse 15.—He, strictly himself, in person, in contradistinc- 
tion from the report of him.—Taught: Went to teaching, 
kept teaching, marking what he did habitually.—Jn their 
synagogues. He was recognized at least as a gifted public 
teacher, and was extolled, held in high repute and honor by all. 

Verses 16, 17.—He came, among other places, to the home 
of his childhood and youth, Nazareth, and here also, as he 
was wont, entering on the sabbath into the synagogue, he 
stood up to read. They read standing in the synagogue, hence 
at this indication of his purpose, the scroll was put into his 
hands. The reading’from the Law had perhaps already been 
gone through, and that from the Prophets was now in order. 
—Unrolling, he found. Apparently accidentally, but in reality 
by divine ordering. The passage, from Isaiah 61 : 1, 2, given 
freely after the Septuagint, is characteristically messianic. 

Verse 18.—T'he Spirit of the Lord is upon me. <A formula 
for expressing the descent of the Spirit upon the prophet, 
inspiring him for his prophetic vocation. In the historical 
connection the prophet is summoned and inspired of God to 
proclaim to God’s excited and captive people the breaking of 
their bonds of imprisonment, and a restoration of their theo- 
cratic privileges and blessings. The fulfillment of the pre- 
diction and the realization of the glorious picture is to be 
found only in the Messiah.—Anointed me: with an inwards 
spiritual anointing, of which the prophets’ external and literal 
anointing was a symbol (1 Kings 19: 6).—The poor, the 
captives, the blind, the crushed. These terms are all to be taken 
in the New Testament sense, of spiritual poverty, servitude, 
and wretchedness. Yet the idea of spiritual is not to be 
wholly dissevered from that of temporal suffering and desti- 
tution. The gospel is emphatically a message of gladness to 
the poor, the down-trodden, the afflicted of earth. It takes 
under its special protection those whom men oppress or 
despise, while it teaches the powerful and the proud the lesson 
of their nothingness before God. The whole passage is a 
beautiful description of both the material and the spiritual 
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aspects of the Messiah’s ministry. (The clause of the English 
version “to heal the broken-hearted” is wanting in the best 
manuscripts. The clause “ to send forth in freedom them that 
are crushed,” rendered in the common version “to set at 
liberty them that are bruised,” is taken by Luke, not from 
Isaiah 61, but from Isaiah 58: 6, where it reads, “ to let the 
oppressed go free.” The evangelist, citing from memory, 
has, by a natural law of association, brought together passages 
of kindred import. 

Verse 19.—An acceptable year of the Lord. A year of good 
pleasure belonging to Jehovah: a year, a season which 
Jehovah will embrace for showing his good pleasure to his 
people. Historically ; that is, in the original prophecy, this 
was the happy future that awaited the chosen people restored 
from their exile. In the full and final sense it is the happy 
era ushered in by the spiritual deliverance wrought by the 
Messiah. This is Jehovah’s accepted year for showing favor 
to his people. The “ year” stands for an indefinite period, 
yet refers, no doubt, to the “ year of jubilee” (Lev. 25: 9), 
Jehovah’s appointed season for opening many prison doors, 
and lifting many heavy burdens of debt and servitued. 
This year typifies the messianic epoch. 

Verse 20.—He sat down: took his seat. They read from 
the Scripture standing: they subsequently taught, sitting.— 
The eyes of all were fastened on him: Alike the remarkable 
contents of the passage read, and the impressive solemnity 
of his manner, combined with their previous knowledge of 
him as having been reared among them, united to concen- 
.trate upon him a fixed, silent, and doubtless expectant atten- 
tion. They waited in silent wonder at what would follow 
such an opening. On the one hand, they must have known 
something, perhaps much, of his remarkable boyhood and 
youth.; on the other, their familiarity with his family would 
be in the way of their readily acceding to any extraordinary 
claims which he might make upon their regard. 

Verse 21.— He began to say. The words mark a formal and 
impressive opening.— To-day hath this Scripture been accom- 
plished. Not that the-whole work here recorded has been 
actually wrought to-day ; but he, in and by whom all this is 
accomplished, to-day stands before you. The time has now 
come in which all these blessed promises are to find their 
realization. A virtual declaration that he was the Messiah. 
— Accomplished in your ears: That is, so accomplished that 
the voice of him of whom the prophet spake, and by whom 
all these wonders are to be wrought, has sounded in your 
ears. A pregnant expression for “ The voice of him in whom 
these predictions are accomplished, sounds to-day in your 
ears.” 





“PREACH THE WORD.” 
BY CHARLES 8, ROBINSON, D.D. 


Prince George once asked Handel how he liked his playing 
upon the violoncello. “ Why,” said the flustered musician, 
“your Highness plays like a prince!” This answer was 
very ingenious. It reminds most of us of the way in which 
our poor selves have sometimes writhed dexterously out of 
trouble when embarrassing inquiries have been put to us con- 
cerning preachers and superintendents and convention men 
generally, who want to know how they have been getting on. 

We may as well be candid: there are some excellent Chris- 
tians who cannot talk to children; there are godly exhortets 
who bungle terribly in the attempt to teach classes; and 
every one knows that there are trained ministers among the 
highest of all in the profession who do not preach to edifica- 
tion. What is the matter? : 

Here, now, the classes are going to study the account given 
of Jesus Christ’s first discourse in his neighbors’ presence 
the earliest address he made in the village where he was 
reared. It is easy to think that all of us public men, accus- 
tomed to speaking, may gain a lesson which will give superior 
help to us, if we try in humility and patience to learn it 
from the Master : “ Thou, therefore, which teachest another, 
teachest thou not thyself?” 

1. Let us notice that Jesus Christ began his work at 
Nazareth with a quotation from the Bible. The first public 
act he performed there was this: “ He opened the book, he 
found the place.’ And the record asserts that, when he 
simply showed in the hearing of the people how these pre- 
dictions had now found their fulfillment, they “wondered at 
the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth.” 

It is always an occasion of interest when a young preacher 
appears in the pulpit for the first time at home; and there 
can be no doubt that the picturesqueness of this scene will 
arrest many minds. And from such a beginning it would be 
easy to go on with the history of Jesus, and note the wonder- 
ful tenderness and the awful strength of his sermons. But 
in this article I am anxious to save all space so as to develop 
a single thought to better satisfaction. As our Lord began, 
so he continued. He emphatically preached the word. And 
a lesson of the utmost importance and simplicity is found in 
that evident fact. The source of all Christian power is in 
the Bible. 

2. It is well to keep in mind that we have a much larger 
Bible than Jesus had. For we have the New Testament as 
Well as the Old. We have what he spoke, as well as what 





he expounded. The Old Testament is more voluminous than 
the New; but, for real work, the New is better than the Old. 
It is admitted on all sides now that it is not what we say 
about the truth that helps and saves souls, but the truth. The 
Bible of Jesus had much to tell about Jesus in those early 
days; but in our Bible we have Jesus fully revealed for 
human need. Very beautiful and instructive is the fifty- 
third chapter of Isaiah; but the nineteenth chapter of John 
is better still. 

3. When people come to us for help, the thing to do is 
simply to find something in the word for them. Once, in my 
early ministry, a man entered my study with concern for his 
soul in every line of his face; I talked to him for an 
hour, and could do nothing to relieve or direct his mind. In 
desperation, I then did what I ought to have done in the 
beginning. I found the fifteenth chapter of Luke, and read 
him all the three parables one after another. Then at last 
he felt the full, free, exhaustless grace of the Saviour; he 
found that just because he had been lost he was precious ; just 
because he had wandered he was sought; just because he was 
a prodigal he was beloved; his very vileness was his argu- 
ment, his wickedness made him welcome, his penitence was 
his plea, and God’s unforgetting grace and love gave him hope 
and security. 

4. Curious and difficult questions that Christians ask, have 
the simplest sort of answers in the word. As to grounding 
our hope firmly, Matthew 7 : 24 is better than anything we 
can say ourselves. To encourage a man who fears ridicule, 
Mark 10 : 48 is excellent and effective. Exodus 2: 1-10 isa 
far better illustration of God’s care of children than that 
stock story of the “ little child in the corn-field.” Once a 
member of our church came to me to ask what she ought to 
try to look at, when she shut her eyes in prayer. And all I 
could think of was to read her two or three verses about Bar- 
timeus. A smile ran over her whole face, as she rose sud- 
denly and said “ Good morning.” Then I asked whether her 
question had got the answer. “Oh yes!” she replied grate- 
fully ; “I ought to see what the blind man did before his 
eyes were opened ; he saw he was blind, and he seemed to see 
Jesus there waiting to be prayed to.” ‘ 

We may speculate and conjecture as we will; it is not 
always certain our conclusions are right or safe. But the 
clear revelation of God’s will, laid alongside of human want, 
is the efficient instrumentality, and the only one, that will 
prove reliable. Once a mother told her pastor that she was 
troubled about her daughter, who was going to join the 
church: “She has not conviction enough,” was the com- 
plaint ; “and yet I have talked to her about her sins over 
and over again, setting them all in order before her till both 
of us were in tears; oh! what can I do more?” Then he 
gave her in her own hands a Bible, and he read aloud to her 
slowly Isaiah 6: 1-5. She saw without any word of his that 
the prophet became intelligent as the sight of God flashed 
before him, and grew penitent at the moment when the 
seraphim cried “Holy.” Then he turned to Job 42: 5, 6. 
She saw in silence that the patriarch repented, not when his 
exasperating friends pelted him with accusations, but when 
his eyes were opened to see God, She went away quietly to 
talk with a wondering and awe-struck heart about the holiness 
of Jehovah ; thus her child melted into contrition before the 
vision, and wept as she said: “Thou hast set our secret sins 
in the light of thy countenance.” 

5. Of course, then, we learn that we must be exceedingly 
familiar with God’s word in order to use it skillfully. For 
the times arrive often very suddenly in which we are called 
to make answer or to give advice; and to work powerfully, 
one must work ingeniously. The gifted authoress of “ Eng- 
lish Hands and Hearts” once saw a man close by the brink 
of a river, and believed he was going to commit suicide, It 
seemed perfectly clear to her that, if she should appear to 
suspect his purpose, he would avoid her, and wait till she 
passed out of sight. So she quietly kept on her walk, but 
as it approached the spot where he was watching, she read 
aloud, as if just to herself, Psalm 46:4. It was all she could 
do. Two years afterwards, a speaker in Exeter Hall related 
the incident in his own sad life, and told how the text saved 
him and converted him, and now he added the wish that he 
might sometime know the Christian woman who had done 
him the favor. So they met and clasped hands, and thanked 
God together. But how did she happen to know the right 
verse then ? ; 

Such a thing did not happen. That lady knew her Bible 
thoroughly. We must waste no time in looking up passages. 
Suppose one tells us that he does not believe in prayer ; our 
instinct would be, possibly, to set about an argument with 
him. But it would be much better to have your thumb, as it 
were, in an instant upon Matthew 7 : 7-14, or Luke 11: 1-13, 
or Mark 7 : 24-30, or Luke 18: 1-14. 

6. We should be patient and helpful in instructing others 
how and where to find the proper passages for Christian 
effort. It is our custom to put young persons into offices of 
responsibility for the sake of disciplining them in doing good. 
And sometimes we feel that those who are truly pious, but 
are measurably illiterate, may be employed as teachers or as 
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Such Christians need to be helped vigorously. For it is 
one of the heaviest experiences we ever have, to stand in the 
midnight before a medicine-closet and try to think of the 
right relief, when a dear friend is suffering ; oh, the exact 
help is here, but what is it? I may give the wrong thing, 
and work awful mischief! But it is worse to turn over the 
pages of the Bible piteously at a loss for a chapter. Suppose 
a mother has lost a child ; there is comfort for her in 2 Samuel 
12: 15-23, but I would rather read Matthew 18: 1-14 first 
and then I would add 2 Kings 4: 18-37. Ifa failing invalid 
asks for reading, not every young Christian knows that 2 Corin- 
thians 4: 6-18 will bring comfort, though John 14 is familiar, 
The Fifty-first Psalm is better for a truly penitent sinner than 
“Just as I am” on a card. Some Sunday-school children 
might be of service in reclaiming backsliders, if they only 
remembered to read Matthew 26: 69-75; it will prove better 
than even John 21 : 15-19, which is good. To a distressed 
poor person, who doubts God's love, Matthew 6: 25 34 will 
be appropriate; and families that féel anxious about the 
absent ones will like the Ninety-first Psalm for a reassurance. 
Surely'we might all aid each other by suggesting what we 
have found to be useful under circumstances common to those 
who are out at work. 

7. Finally, we can find here the explanation we seek for 
some failures that appear so mysterious, and for some suc- 
cesses that are so admirable. Those Christians have done 
most service who have in every instance trusted the word 
for the power of the truth in it. 

Dr. James W. Alexander put in one of his letters, near the 
end of his career, the statement that, if he were to live his 
public life over again, he would dwell more upon the familiar 
parts and passages of the Bible, like the story of the ark, the 
dranght of fishes, or the parable of the prodigal son. That 
is, he would preach more of the word of God in its pure 
clear utterances of truth for souls. When the saintly Dr. 
Cutler of Brooklyn died, the Sunday-school remembered that 
he used to come in every now and then during the years of 
his history, and repeat just a single verse from the superin- 
tendent’s desk ; and the next Lord’s Day after the funeral, 
they marched up in front of it in a l.ng line, and each 
scholar quoted any of the texts that he could recollect. The 
grown people positively sat there and wept; as they saw 
how much there was of the Bible in the hearts of their 
children, which this one pastor had planted. Yet he was a 
very timid and old-fashioned man; he said he had no gift at 
talking to children; he could only repeat God’s word. Is 
there anybody now who is ready to say that was not enough 


for some good ? 
ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H,. CLAY TRUMBULL, 


As his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath 
day (v.16). Jesus had a habit of church-going. It was a 
good habit to have. Whoever is without this habit misses a 
great deal of good. Some men go to church only when there 
is to be a special sermon, or unusually good singing, or an 
anniversary exercise, or a funeral; or when they feel like 
going. This is not having a custom of church attendance. 
This is not being like Jesus. He who has a habit of church- 
going has a love of church-going which no occasional visitor 
at God’s house can have, or understand. Love of a good 
thing grows with the habit of doing that thing. The way to 
get a child to love church-going is to get him into the habit 
of church-going from an early age. The way to continue in 
the love of church-going is to continue in the habit of church- 
going. There has never been any better way than that which 
is set before us in our Saviour’s example on this point. 

When he had opened the book, he found the place (v.17). 
Jesus was sufficiently familiar with the Scriptures to be able 
to find the place of the lesson for the day—or the place of 
any passage he looked for. People who have no custom of 
church-going have no such acquaintance with the Scriptures. 
Nor are all church-goers thus posted in the Bible contents. 
It requires a custom of Bible study to enable one to find the 
place easily. It is really pitiable sometimes to see a man or 
a woman hunt for the place which is called for in a Bible- 
class, or a prayer-meeting. Whether Jude is near Job, or 
whether Micah comes before or after Zechariah, is a question 
to grow red in the face over, but which the most anxious 
fumbling of the leaves cannot settle in season to be up with 
those who know the order and place of all the books of the 
Bible. Whoever would be a true follower of Jesus ought to 
have a habit of church-going, and be able to find the place 
of the text, when that is called for. 

He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted (v.18). That is 
the best work of Jesus; it reaches, after all, the greatest 
need of the world, It is hard to be poor, to be a prisoner, to 
be blind, to be under oppression ; but there are those in all 
such conditions who have glad hearts. To be broken-hearted, 
however, is to be comfortless through mere human help. 
No man save Jesus only could ever stand up and say boldly, 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. He hath sent me to 
heal the broken-hearted.” Going to Jesus, we can have a 
broken heart healed. Going in the name of Jesus, we can 








Bible women in reaching the poor. 


tell of the comfort which he gives to every one whose heart 
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aches or bleeds or breaks. 
beyond his cure. 

This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears (v.21). It 
is hard to realize that we /sve a place in history ; that the 
events of to-day were looked forward to in the long-ago; and 
that they will be looked back upon in the years to come. 
But every day some Scripture—some word of divine prophecy 
—is fulfilled in our ears. Every day something comes to us, 
or we come to something, which will be counted important 
in the world’s history, and in the great plan of God’s provi- 
dences. Some new discovery is made; some national ques- 
tion is raised or laid; some great historic person is born or 
dies ; some truth is tested; some principle is reaffirmed with 
greatest power; some promise of God is verified to his 
people ; or some threatening of his is executed. And all the 
while we find it so difficult to realize that here and now an 
important Scripture is fulfilled in our ears. It behooves us 
to have our ears open to hear, and our eyes open to see the 
wondrous things in which God is giving us a part, according 
to his prophecy of old. 


There is no sorrow or suffering 


—_ 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY THE REV. B, T. VINCENT. 


Recall another preacher, who, in rough clothing and on 
strange fare, went about the wilderness boldly declaring to 
men that they were sinners, and that they must repent in prepa- 
ration for the coming of the kingdom. 

Make the difference between the preaching of these two 
men as plain as possible, that the similarity may be clear 
also. John said “ Repent,” Jesus said “‘Come;” John was 
severe, Jesus was gentle; John proclaimed wrath, Jesus 
tenderly offered mercy ; John invited people in the name of 
acoming One, Jesus called them to himself. And yet the 
one led to the other; mercy is impossible to an impenitent ; 
it may be offered, but cannot be received; if the heart is full 
of sin, it cannot take in grace. Therefore, to any who had 
not received the preaching of John, there came from the lips 
of Jesus warnings as well as promises. John warned the 
people in preparation for the promises; Jesus promised on 
condition of their having heeded the warnings. We must be 
afraid until we turn from our sins, thoroughly comforted 
when we have done so. 

A panorama of the scenes between the lessons will help to 
fix attention and prepare for the interesting picture here given 
of the preacher in the synagogue. The scenes are full of 
valuable lessons. The baptism, the temptations, the oppor- 
tunity of the first miracle, the encounter with the money- 
changers in the temple, the conversations with Nicodemus 
and the Samaritan woman,—all these lead to a readiness in 
Jesus to make the proclamation of his messiahship in his 
own home. 

The power of the Spirit always comes when there has been 
study and work; neither alone will do. The study of the 
Scriptures prepares the mind to become the fitting place for 
the Spirit, but the activity of the life makes the heart a wel- 
come place for that Spirit. These are the two holy hands 
which, lifted up, make the prayer for the Holy Ghost effective. 

There is power ina busy life of kindness, too, that puts 
the people in a frame for receiving the good we would do 
them. Inconsistent Christians find their way hedged up at 
every turn when they do happen to have spasms of desire to 


do good. There is a “fame” that is most fruitful in winning. 


and holding ; but it is not to be sought ; it comes itself where 
it can come through our right being and loving doing. 

There is something for everybody to do in church; and 
happy are they whose “ custom” it is to be regularly there, 
hearing, singing, praying, studying, teaching. There is a 
growth that goes on imperceptibly in the plants which stay 
in the sunshine, and take the dew and the showers, and keep 
their roots in the earth patiently. So there is a slow, it may 
be, but a sure, growth of our souls, in all;that is fragrant and 
beautiful in character and life, by the constant use of the 
fellowship of the sanctuary. 

The whole Bible is necessary to the thorough Bible student. 
The Law and the Prophets, and the story of Him “of whom 
Moses in the law and the prophets did write,” as well as the 
-Acts and the letters of the apostles, with the wonderful com- 
bination of all inthe Revelation of the great completion of 
prophecy and fulfillment. So we must keep the old prophe- 
cies and their fulfillment together with the new prophecies, 
whose fulfillmept we expect, and are to have part in, and 
use it as a whole, and we shall get the full meaning and 
power of it. 

Only the Inspirer of the book can make its pages clear to 
us. He only can “ open” it ; unrolling, explaining, fulfilling ; 
and we should never think of attempting to read it except 
with him to do all this for us. Many holy people have read 
the Bible through often on their knees; it never should be 
read at all except on our spiritual knees, though our physical 
ones may not be bent. Such reading will reveal the gospel 
there,—its healing, sight, and liberty. 

But the best of all results, in the study of the Scriptures, 
in holy places and in holy frames of mind, and with eager 
desire to know and to do the author's will, is that the 





Redeemer himself reveals himself to us in some marvelous 
way, 8o that our spiritual eyes see him, and our spiritual 
ears hear him speak, and our spiritual senses thrill with 
delight in his certain presence. The study of the whole 
word with the whole heart in self-surrender is the guarantee 
of a clearly defined view of, and saving fellowship with, Him 
of whom the Scriptures do everywhere testify. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Who was the preacher of whom we studied last week ? 
Whose way did he come to prepare? Where did John 
preach? What kind of fruits did he tell the people their 
lives should bring forth? What did he say of the One who 
should come after him ? 

Probably some of the class, in answer to questions, can tell 
of the baptism of Jesus, the temptation in the wilderness, 
and some of the first miracles. Tell that Jesus had begun 
his public life as a teacher, and had done some wonderful 
works. Where was he brought up? What is the name of 
our lesson to-day? It was more than a year after the time 
when John preached and baptized in the Jordan that Jesus 
came back from Judea to Galilee. Show on the map, or out- 
line on the board, Judea and Galilee, including all the 
places of this quarter’s lessons. Let some child come up and 
show Nazareth. What descended upon Jesus in the form of 
a dove, when he was baptized? From that time he was filled 
with the Holy Spirit, and by his power had done so many 
wonderful things that people everywhere around talked and 
told of the strange works he did. 


In Nazareth, on the sabbath day, as he had been in the 


habit of doing always, he went to the synagogue. A syna- 
gogue was a house for worship, and for reading and teaching 
the Bible. In every Jewish town were several synagogues 
where, on the Sabbath, people came to read or hear the 
Scriptures explained. Was the Bible then a book like ours? 
What part had not been written then? They had all the 
Old Testament written on parchment or skin, and in rolls, 
kept in cases, which were put in a chest, or ark, in the syna- 
gogtfe. You can easily make a roll to represent parchment, 
and explain how used. 

One sabbath day, as the people sat in the synagogue, Jesus 
came in, “as was his custom,” the verse says, “and stood up 
for to read.” Any man was allowed to read; when Jesus 
stood, the book was handed to him. In their service they 
began with prayer, then read from the books of Moses, which 
they called the Law, and then from the Prophets. The book 
was handed to Jesus ; it was the book of the prophet Isaiah; 
he unrolled it until he came to the place which promised 
the Saviour to come, then he read: “ The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me.” In our golden text he told what he was sent 
to do. What does “anointed” mean? See what blessed 
work Jesus said he was sent todo. Let the class read after 
you, sentence by sentence, verses 18, 19. Jesus closed the 
book, handed the roll to the minister, and sat down. The 
preacher in the synagogues used to stand up to read, and 
then sit down to talk.“ Every person in the synagogue had 
listened to each word as Jesus read, and the eyes of all were 
fastened upon him, looking and watching. They all knew 
him as a boy he had come with his mother each sabbath day 
to the synagogue, and he had grown up among them. They 
had known Joseph, and that this was Mary’s son; perhaps 
he had worked for some of them, or with them, at his trade; 
for they knew him as a village carpenter, and yet the same 
one of whose fame they had lately heard in other towns, as 
healing the sick, curing the lame, making the blind to see, 
and now he was before them reading the Scriptures about 
himself, and saying that was what he came to do. Do you 
wish you had been in the little synagogue that day, and 
could have fixed your eyes on his face, and heard his voice? 
Would you have believed him? Do you know the meaning 
of what he said? Question upon each clause of the verses, 
and find what ideas the children have; then carefully 
explain and simplify, as you may know the need of doing, 
for some of your scholars. 

The “gospel [glad tidings] to the poor,’—a message of 
salvation to all who feel their need of a Saviour; “ to heal 
the broken-hearted,”—to give joy and forgiveness to hearts 
broken and sorry for sin; “deliverance to captives,”—free- 
dom from chains of sin; “sight to the blind,’”—to open the 
eyes of darkened souls ; “ liberty to them that are bruised,” 
—lives that have been crushed and burdened because of sin 
should, through his salvation, be made free and glad forever. 
All this Jesus truly did, in his life of love, for the souls and 
bodies of men; the sad and suffering, the hungry and poor, 
the lame, blind, sick, came or were brought to him, and not 
one was ever turned away without help. He knew it all that 
day; and when he sat down, they listening to see what more he 
would say, he told them, “This day is the Scripture fulfilled 
in your ears.” Would you think those Nazareth people 
would have rejoiced to know that one of their own townsmen 
was the promised Saviour, that their eyes could see him, and 
they could praise God for sending him to speak to them and 
bless them? Ah, it is a strange story! because he showed 
that he had come to the Gentiles as well as to the Jews, to 





serve all the poor and sad everywhere, they were very angry. 
They crowded him out of the synagogue, along the road to 
the brow of the high hill, where, no doubt, Jesus as a boy 
had often gone, perhaps with some of them; they rushed 
along out. of the city, and wanted to push him headlong over 
the top of the hill. Jesus did not say one angry word, nor 
try to defend himself; he silently passed unseen among 
them, and went away. Nazareth was never his home after 
that ; the foolish, wicked people refused his glad tidings, and 
in other places he carried joy and blessing to the sad and 
broken-hearted. 

What was Jesus’ custom on the sabbath day? Do you 
follow his example on the sabbath ? How old do you think 
he was when he began to go with his parents on the sab- 
bath? Have we more of the words of Jesus now, each 
sabbath, than did the people of Nazareth, who heard him 
read and speak? Will it not grieve him now to reject his 
words as it did that sabbath day in Nazareth? 





QUESTION HINTS. 


BY MISS ANNA T, PEARCE. 


Introduction.— Why was Jesus baptized ? (Matt. 3: 13-15.) 
At what age did he begin his public ministry ? (Luke 3 : 23.) 
Why at this age? (Num. 4:3.) Does the presence of the 
Holy Ghost secure man against temptation? (Luke 4: 1, 2.) 
What knowledge is essential, together with the Holy Spirit’s 
presence, in withstanding temptation? (Notice verses 4, 8, 
12 with Eph. 6:17.) Are the assaults of the devil continu- 
ous or intermitting? (v. 13.) 

Verse 14.—What power resided in the man Christ Jesus ? 
(Col. 2: 9.) Was his fame secured chiefly by his words, or 
by his deeds? (Matt. 4: 23-25; 7:28, 29; 8:8.) Point out 
Galilee, and name its chief cities. How was Christ generally 
received in Galilee as a religious teacher? (v. 15.) Givea 
very brief outline of his first year’s ministry. Describe a 
synagogue and its customary service. How far back may 
their history be traced with considerable. certainty ? 

Verse 16.—What sabbath-day custom is essential to holy 
living ? (Heb. 10: 25.) Are the spiritual needs of the mul- 
titude better met by two sermons on the Lord’s Day, or by one 
sermon and one Scripture reading and exposition? What 
Scripture lesson in the three years’ course, fell upon a certain 
sabbath when Jesus was in Nazareth? (v. 17.) What are 
some of the advantages of uniform, systematic reading of the 
word? Is it advisable for daily or only for weekly study ? 

Verses 18, 19.—Why was the Spirit given without measure 
unto Jesus? How was he “anointed”? What has Chris- 
tianity accomplished for the poor and oppressed classes of 
society ? How does it provide for orphans, the blind, etc. ? 
Name some instances of Christ’s healing the sorrowing (Luke 
7 :.12-15; John 11: 23). Of his deliverance of captives 
(Luke 8 : 29; Matt. 17: 15,18). Of his restoration of the 
blind. What fullness of meaning underlies the literal inter- 
pretation of this prophecy? What length of time does the 
word “ year” here signify? What year typified this gracious 
period? (Lev. 25:10.) Has the gospel power this year to 
release every child of God from every conceivable sorrow? 
(2 Cor. 12:10.) With what great release 'shall the “ year of 
the Lord” close? (1 Thess. 4: 16-18.) 

Verse 20.—What is the effect of the mere reading of the 
word in the power of the Spirit? (Heb. 4:12.) What was 
the form of the book? When was this prophecy fulfilled in 
the ears of the Nazarenes? (v. 21.) When is it fulfilled in 
our hearts ? 





ILLUSTRATION HINTS. 


Suppose that a young man belonging to the town or village 
in which you live had gone out to preach in the country 
around, and that soon there began to come rumors that he 
was a great prophet, that he was raising the dead, healing the 
sick, and doing other wonderful works; if you then heard 
that he was about to return to his native town, would you 
not be filled with expectation of what he would do for it and 
for his fellow-townsmen? That must have been how the 
people of Nazareth felt about Jesus. They were expecting 
help from him. Jesus came to help them, but in a different 
way from what they expected. 

On an artist’s table some colors are lying. You glance at 
them, and that is all, for to you they have no meaning. A 
month after you come in, and you are attracted by a beautiful 
picture. The picture has been painted with the colors you 
saw before, but how different is it now when they are har- 
moniously blended. So Jesus Christ gathers into harmony 
in himself the before ill-understood prophecies and types of 
the Old Testament ; only then we see what they fully mean. 
It is like the children’s picture-block puzzles. Take the 
pieces from the box, and you have a number of blocks of all 
sizes, colors, and shapes. Build them back, carefully fitting 
them into each other, and when each is in its proper place, 
you find you have a complete picture. So the types and 
prophecies are only understood when they are fitted in to Christ. 
Jesus, then, takes some pictures from the Book of Isaiah, and 
declares that these show forth his mission. The first picture 
is that of a messenger bringing good news to the poor,—news 
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of a kingdom prepared for them; the next shows a message 
of consolation brought to those in sorrow; the third is the 
picture of one promising liberty to some men shut up in a 
narrow cell; in the fourth a blind man is receiving his sight 
at the healing touch of a prophet; in the fifth the bonds are 
being struck from the feet of men whose limbs have been 
bruised by the irons; and the sixth shows the open gate of 
heaven 

One of the characters in George Macdonald’s novel Alec 
Forbes of Howglen is a blind woman who never will suffer 
it to be said that she is blind, because the Lord has given her 
inward light, and she is convinced that he will give her out- 
ward light too in his own good time. So in the times of 
persecution, one of the martyrs said to his tormentors, “ You 
may bind my body, but you cannot place your fetters upon 
the soul which God has made free.” And one who had been 
delivered from intemperance by the power of the gospel said, 
“T feel as if I had been delivered out of a filthy prison- 
house, to go forth asa free man among my fellows.” The 
teacher, also, will remember in his own experience how truly 
Jesus has brought help. Try to picture out to the scholars 
what the world would now be, if Jesus Christ had not come 
among men as their Saviour and guide. That will make 
them feel how real his help has been. 

Good News for the Poor.—See The Biblical Treasury, vol. 10, 
p. 31, 2 2061,—How God Chooses the Poor; Bowes’s Illus- 
trative Gatherings, Second Series, p. 286,—Comfort for Poor 
Christians; p. 53,—Ointment Poured Forth; First Series, 
p. 406,—Biblical Examples; Bertram’s Homiletic Cyclo- 
pedia, p. 399, 3 2310,—God’s Care for the Poor; Spencer’s 
Things New and Old, p. 204, 3 786,—The Upright Judge; 
Foster’s Prose Illustrations, First Series, p. 506, 3 4479,— 
The Exaltation of the Poor; 3 4487,—The Compensation of 
Poverty ; 2 4488,—Consolation in Poverty ; Second Series, 
p. 624, 3 11,020,—The Advantage of the Poor. 

Healing for the Brokenhearted.—See Bowes’s Illustrative 
Gatherings, Second Series, p. 33,— Opening the Heart ; 
Spencer’s Things New and Old, p. 169, 3 666,—The Sorrows 
of Life; Foster’s Prose Illustrations, First Series, p. 596, 
2 5414,—True Comfort in Sorrow; Second. Series, p. 704, 
@ 11,767,—The Benefit of Sorrow; 3 11,769,—The Flowers 
of Sorrow. ; 

Deliverance for the Enslaved.—See The Biblical Treasury, 
vol. 2, p. 25, 3 310,—Eastern Prisoners ; Bertram’s Homiletic 
Encyclopedia, p. 822, 3 4955,—The Liberty of God’s Chil- 
dren; Spencer’s Things New and Old, p. 5, 3 16,—God’s 
Time the Best; Foster’s Prose Illustrations, First Series, 
p. 181, 3 1485,—The Sinner’s Deliverance ; Second Series, 
p. 241, 3 7954,—The Joy of Deliverance. 
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IN THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT. 


GOOD NEWS POOR. 
HEALING SICK. 
DELIVERANCE To THE CAPTIVE. 
SIGHT BLIND. 
LIBERTY BRUISED. 


| IS NOT THIS THE CHRIST ? 
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| THIS DAY IS THIS SCRIPTURE FULFILLED 
| IN YOUR EARS. 








| NOW IS THE DAY OF SALVATION. 


BY R. T. BONSALL. 





ANALYSIS OF LESSON. 
JESUS 


| eturns to Nazareth. 

| eads the Scriptures in the synagogue. 

| eveals to his hearers a wonderful truth. 
| 


CHRIST WAS ANOINTED TO 








Heal the broken-hearted. 

Bring deliverance to the enslaved. 
Recover sight to the blind. ¢ 

Set at liberty them that are bruised. 
Preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 


| 
| 
| Preach the gospel to the poor. 


ae | 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


“ He taught in their synagogues” is enough to remind us 
that the synagogues were then, and still are, schools. In 
German and Dutch, “school” (schule and school in their own 
languages, respectively) is still the regular word for synagogue. 
And Jesus now was a famous teacher, or rabbi, whose pres- 





ence and teaching would be welcome—until his doctrine trod 
on the toes of that of the old-fashioned scribes and lawyers. 
The familiar “ Master,” which all classes had now begun to 
apply to him, means no more than “ Teacher,” or, in the 
popular language, “ rabbi.’ It was “his custom” now to go 
into the synagogue and stand up to read on the sabbath day. 
The persons who might either take or be called upon to per- 
form this privilege and duty may be learned from the books. 
It would be too long a story to recite here. The duty of 
reading might fall upon any competent male over twelve. 

The two sections of Hebrew Scripture which were read in 
the synagogue were one from the Law, and another from the 
Prophets; that from the Law coming first, The section read 
by Jesus is one which, for many centuries, has been read on 
the great day of atonement; but it cannot be shown that such 
was the custom in Jesus’ time. S» the surmised chronological 
testimony of this passage amounts to nothing. 

“The book ” is “the roll,” or scroll. It has been argued 
by at least one recent scholar, that the Greek words here used 
point to a book with leaves, in the modern form; but that 
was only a conceit, or crotchet. The Greek words, and the 
customs of the Jews, both alike point to its being a scroll. 
Of these scrolls, perhaps the modern Jewish rolls present the 
most perfect idea ; yet we can learn something from antiquity. 

The ancient paper was the papyrus, a fabric made of Nile 
rushes (though these rushes have long since ceased along the 
lower Nile—the “ paper-reeds by the brooks” have gone), 
which give its name to modern paper. Scrolls of papyrus 
are the most ancient books we know, excepting certain “ stony 
volumes” of hieroglyphies. 

A hint of the importance of the papyrus manufacture in 
the palmy days of the Alexandrian library and a little later 
may be gathered from the casual notice of a great factory of 
the sort in Alexandria in Ebers’s last novel “ Der Kaiser ;” 
which, however, has not yet appeared in English. 


The rolls found in the buried ruin of Herculaneum are 
certainly older than A. D. 79; for in that year the city was 
overwhelmed in the eruption of Vesuvius. But how much 
older they may be we cannot say. It may not be superfluous 
to say here that these Herculaneum rolls were charred by the 
heat, and to that fact owe their preservation to this day, 
though it be only the preservation of a cinder. Even if 
never unrolled, they would still give an idea of the size and 
shape of the books of the century in which Christ was on 
earth, and a hint of the “ paper and ink” which the apostles 
used. But many of them have been not only read on the 
outside, but even unrolled and read ; and thus brought to light 
a few previously lost treatises. The writer has seen these 
rolls in the museum at Naples, where they are by the hundred, 
as well asthe process of unrolling. On the outside, the crisp 
roll of charred papyrus discloses here and there a few legible 
Greek letters, much as a piece of newspaper after burning 
into tinder can still be read. To unroll it, a couple of tapes 
are passed around the roll, with one turn each, the roll is put 
into a shallow dish with a little liquid to soften it as much as 
may be, and the tape ends are passed up over a supporting 
pulley, where the gentlest kind of a pull is made by very 
light weights. Very slowly indeed the tapes pull the roll 
around, and at the same time‘ take with them the outside 
spire of the scroll. Once unrolled, the eye can quickly seize 
upon whatever is legible. 

The other manipulations of the operation, and shifting of 
the tapes, the writer did not see. The delicate work was too 
slow and patient for a visitor to watch to its end. 

The writing on these Herculaneum scrolls very strongly 
resembles that of the oldest New Testament and Septuagint 
manuscripts. It isa little smaller; but the heat may have 
caused the papyrus to shrink somewhat, 

As to old papyrus Bible manuscripts, there are some 
rumors, but little knowledge. There is every reason to be- 
lieve that all such old rolls have long ago perished. They 
would be quickly worn out with use. The oldest known copy 
of this haphtora which Jesus read is in the Codex Friderico- 
Augustanus, or that part of the Sinaitic manuscript which 
Tischendorf found in 1844. The oldest known copy of Luke 
is, of course, the New Testament part of that same manu- 
script, found by Tischendorf in 1859, and now at St. Peters- 
burg. The former part is now at Leipsic, in the University 
Library. There the writer was not only permitted to see, 
but to turn over its leaves and look it through; his object 
being to read for himself some of the marginal notes. Of 
all the ancient manuscripts the writer has seen—and he has 
seen many—this codex is the most exquisitely fine in its 
vellum, and beautiful in appearance, if we exclude those 
that are illuminated. The splendid fac-simile editions pub- 
lished, one at the expense of the, king ‘of Saxony, the other 
at the expense of the Emperor of Russia, are not as beauti- 
ful as the manuscript itself. Though it looks ancient in com- 
parison with some manuscripts some centuries younger than 
itself, yet it has kept a far more youthful appearance than the 
famous Vatican manuscript, which the writer has twice seen 
at Rome, or even than the younger Alexandrine manuscript 
in the British Museum. For fifteen hundred years that 
Sinaitic manuscript has preserved this prophecy of Isaiah 
with perfect legibility, 





There is another ancient manuscript of the Septuagint, or 
a part thereof, rather, which is not often mentioned, and 
which lacks only a century or so of the age of the Sinaitic. 
It is a splendid codex in the Ambrosian library at Milan; of 
the fifth century, but generally as bright and clear as if just 
from the pen. Marks of age are not always the blurring of 
an ancient writing; though that is often retouched when the 
old ink has become faded. A first sight of this Milan codex 
disposes the visitor to believe that he sees a portion of the 
Sinaitic manuscript; but a closer look shows that it is differ- 
ent. Inthe same library is the old parchment book which 
contains the famous Canon Muratori; but the latter, some 
centuries younger, shows far more wear and tear than the 
other. 

All these manuscripts, and indeed nearly all New Testa- 
ment manuscripts, are in modern book form. How old this 
form may be in the world’s history, we cannot say. Perhaps 
it originally began with hinged tablets, after the fashion of 
a modern double slate. A still older pattern, the naturalist 
will tell us, is to be found in the leaves of certain stony 
volumes mentioned in certain geological surveys in Massa- 
chusetts, and to be seen in the cabinet of one of the flourish- 
ing colleges of that state. 

“The minister” was probably then, as now, the servant 
called the chazan. Minister, in our modern sense, is as far as 
possible from the meaning here. 





ECLECTIC SIDE LIGHTS. 


Jesus AT NAZARETH.—It had been the instinctive practice 
of Jesus, from early childhood, to attend all the synagogue 
services, and he was still suffered to do so in spite of the 
opposition he had excited. When sabbath came, therefore, 
he went to morning worship, and, after the reading of the 
Thorah, stood up in silent offer to read the Haphtara of the 
day from the Prophets. He was forthwith called to the read- 
ing-desk, when the Sheliach Tsibbur or Chazan handed him 
the roll. The lesson for the day could not have been more 
appropriate, for it contained the passage of Isaiah which 
spoke of the Messiah—“ The spirit of the Lord is upon me 
because he has anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim deliverance to the captives, and 
recovery of sight to the blind : to set at liberty the oppressed : 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” Then, sitting 
down, he began his midrash, or explanation, commenting on the 
passage in language which astonished the hearers, and apply- 
ing the predictions of the prophets to himself. But the 
honest wonder and delight at his words soon gave way to less 
friendly feeling. Whispers soon ran through the congrega- 
tion respecting him. How came he by such wisdom? He 
belonged to no school; claimed no place in the succession of 
rabbis; spoke on his own authority, without ordination or 
sanction from the doctors. Is not this the carpenter, the son 
of Miriam and Joseph, the brother of James and Joses, and 
of Juda and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us? 
They could not realize One with whom, and with whose 
circle, they had been on familiar relations of citizenship, as 
a prophet. Perhaps his freedom toward the traditions had 
offended the strict notions of some of his brothers, and the 
petty jealousy of a country village could not acknowledge a 
superior in one whom they had long treated as an equal, or 
even an inferior. His humble origin, his position as a car- 
penter,—a trade he had learned among them,—the absence of 
say thing special in his family, and the fact that even they 
did not acknowledge his claims, were all remembered. Per- 
haps jealousy of Capernaum mingled with other thoughts, 
for he had done miracles there, and none in Nazareth. ore- 
over, if he did not belong to the schools, he could not speak 
or act by inspiration from above, for the rabbis were the 
teachers appointed by God. He must do his miracles, as the . 
rabbis said, by the help of the devil. He could not, they 
began to think, have come by his knowledge and eloquence 
by fair means, or in the usual way. He must have unholy 
aid. This was enough to turn the synagogue against him, and 
his own words intensified the revolution of feeling, and 
brought it toa crisis, He frankly told them that he knew 
they thought “that he should help himself before helping 
them, and remove the suspicion and disrespect they growingly 
felt, by miracles like those of Capernaum, as the only way to 
convince them of his claims. But he would not do in Naza- 
reth what he had done there, for he well knew that no prophet 
had any honor in his own country. Had not Elijah contined 
his miraculous power to strangers, and they heathen, and 
withdrawn it from Israel? Their hardness of heart enforced 
the same on him, and if Israel,tas a whole, showed a like 
pane it also would see his mighty works withdrawn, and 
shown among the heathen.” They could stand no more. 
The whole’ synagogue rose in commotion, and in wild 
uproar hustled him towards the steep wall of rock hard by, 
to throw him from it headlong. But his time was not yet 
come. A spell cast on the fierce mob, opened a way for him, 
and he passed through them, and left the town unhurt. This 
disastrous result so far exceeded all previous experi- 
ence, that Jesus himself marveled at their unbelief. It even 
fettered his action, for “he could do no mighty work, save 
that he laid his hands upon a few sick, and healed them.” 
He exerted his miraculous power only towards those in whom 
he found moral sympathy, however imperfect. The human 
will, mysteriously independent, needed to meet his super- 
natural might, and give it entrance, as if the soul, opposed or 
indifferent, were wayside soil, on which the seeds of physical, 
as of moral blessing, fell without fruit. But, though he left 
Nazareth never to return, he remained in the neighborhood 
for a time, preaching in the villages of the great plain of 
Esdraelon, far and near, The whole theatre of his activity 
however, in this circuit, as in previous ones, was limi 
beyond ordinary conception. From north to south, between 
Chorazin, above Capernaum and Jezreel, in the great plain, 
was only a distance of ten hours, and from east to west, from 
Chorazin to Cana, or Nazareth, only six or seven. His whole 
life was ey in a space represented by one or two English 
counties, but the seed sown on this speck of ground is yet to 
cover the earth |—Geikie’s Life of Christ, 
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BOOKS, 
Quiet Hours:a collection of poems. Second Series. 1é6mo, pp. x, 223. 
Boston: Roberts Brothers, Price, $1.00. 
Five Women of England. By Meade Middleton. 1émo, illustrated, Ppp. 
400, Philadelphia: Presvyterian Board of Publication. 


Turn to the Right; or, Tom’s Career. 
lilustrated, pp. 180, Phiiadelphia : 
Suciety. 


By Mrs. R. M. Wilbur. 16mo, 
American Baptist Publication 


(he Karly and Later Delaware Baptists. By the Rev. Richard B. Cook 
A. M. i6mo, pp. 166. Phuiladelph.a: American Baptist Publication 

hociely. 

Kgypt. By Clara Erskine Clement. (Lothro 
History.) i2mo, Ulustraved, pp. x, 476. 


's Library of Entertaining 
ston : 
Price, $1.50, 


Ly. Lothrop & Co. 


Kiler’s International Sabbath School Record, simple, complete, and ac- 
curate for recording upon & new plan all -—~e% tae to the 


busivess of a Sueday-school. Oblong 4to, pp. St. Louis, Mo. : 
A. H. Ellers Pubishing Co. Price, $1.00. 

A Commentary on the Gospel of St. Luke. By F. Godet, Doctor and 
Professor of Theology, Neuchatel. Transiated trom the second 
French edition by kK. W. Shaiders and M, D. Cusin. 5vo, pp. x. 574. 
New York: I, K. Funk & Co. Price, §1.5v. 


PAMPHLETS. 


Bangor Theological Seminary. 
John H, Bacon. 


Come Unto Me, 
pp. Ww. Philade 


A statement. 8vo, pp. 12. Bangor: 


my the Rev. Henry A. Boardman, D.D, Small lé6mo, 
phia: Presbyterian Board ot Publication. 


Western Colleges, their Claims and Necessities. By the Rev. M.G. Dana, 
D.D. Svo, pp. 2. Northteld, Minn.: Carleton College, 


The Time of Christ’s Second Advent. By A. Hovey, D.D. Small 1émo, 
pp. 68. Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society. 


Nathan Bishop: the man greatly beloved. A . B. Simmons, D.D., 
i6mo, pp. 32. Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society. 


Seren. on the Imprisonment of English Priests for Conscience’ Sake. 
By F. ©. Kwer,S.T.D. lémo, pp. 43. New York: E.&J. B. Young 
& © 5 


The Temperance Law and the Memorial to the General Apemiy 


Pennsylvania. 8vo, pp. 8. Philadelphia: Penusylvania Stave 
perance Union. 


£ 


Attestetes at Church: the duty and privilege. By the Rev. Professor 
A. EK. Waffle. Small lémo, pp. 32. Philadelphia: American Baptist 
Pr ablication Society. 


Circulars of Information, Numbers 4 and 5, Rural School Architecture, 
and English Rural Schools. 8vo, pp. 106,26. Washington: ‘The Gov- 
ernment Printing Office. 


The Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction of the Common- 
wealth of Penns) lvauia for the year ending June 1, 1880. 8vo, pp. 67. 
Harrisburg: Issued by the State Printer. 


Baptist Faith avd Practice according to the Convictions of Baptist 
Laymen. From the address of Mr. George T. Hope, Smal! 16mo, 
pp. 3. Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society, 


Lessons in Electricity; to which is added An Elementary Lecture on 
Magnetism. By John Tyndall, D.C.L., LL.D. F.RS. (Humboldt 
Library of Popular Science Literature). 4to, illustrated. pp. 30. New 
York: J. Fitzgerald & Oo. Price, 15 cents. 


MUSIC. 


Choir Anthems. By T. Martin Town, Oblong 8vo, pp. 159. Chicago: 
David ©. Cook. Price, 35 cen 


When the 
Music b; 
Dehnhoff. 


Dewdrops Brightly Glisten. Words by Mrs. A. Elmore. 
Joseph P. Skelly. Fouilo, pp. 5. New York: Spear and 
Price, 40 cents. 





THE FEBRUARY MAGAZINES. 


The opening article in The North American Review is 
by no less a personage than General Grant; being a plain 
and straightforward statement of the arguments in the 
writer’s mind in favor of the construction of the Nicara- 
gua ship-canal. It is well written, and is as effective as 
though it were longer—it only occupies nine pages. It 
is not often that a president or ex-president has written 
for the periodical press, though both President Grant and 
President Hayes addressed some words of counsel to the 
readers of The Sunday School Times, through our col- 
umns, The literary powers of several of the presidents of 
the United States have been of no mean order, as witness 
Washington’s Farewell Address, and letters; John 
Adams’s Letters to his wife (afterwards published more 
than once); Jefferson’s various papers; John Quincy 
Adams’s lectures on rhetoric, and almost interminable 
diary ; Van Buren’s Inquiry into the Origin and Course 
of Political Parties in the United States; Buchanan’s 
review of his administration; Johnson’s published 
speeches; and Lincoln’s Gettysburg address and second 
inaugural, The remaining articles in the number in- 
clude The Pulpit and the Pew, one of Dr. Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes’s violent and one-sided attacks on what he 
considers to be the faith of Trinitarian churches; Did 
Shakespeare write Bacon’s Works? a really ‘brilliant 
article by James Freeman Olarke, in opposition to the 
Bacon-Holmes theory that Bacon wrote the plays of 
Shakespeare; and The Poetry of the Future, by Walt 
Whitman, an article which, of course, adds nothing 
whatever to the judicious consideration of the subject, 
and is also written in the poor and unnatural English 
which Mr. Whitman adopts for his prose style nowadays. 
There was a time when, as Walter Whitman, he wrote 
fairly good magazine articles for The Democratic Review 
and other periodicals; not having as yet begun to pose 
as a “cosmic” poet. A return to the more accurate, if 
more conventional, English of that period of his life 
would be an advantage to his style, though it would 
hardly approve itself equally well to his English admirers. 

Miss Phelps’s story of Friends, a Duet, in The Atlantic 
Monthly, shows marked power and originality, and will 
not be the less welcome to her public because it shows 
her abilities in a somewhat different line from that to 
which we are accustomed. Mr, W. M, Rossetti’s second 
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paper on The Wives of the Poets is poor and ry fi 
ing; much more might have been done with the theme. 
Dull and unattractive, too, is Mr. Richard Grant White’s 
tiresomely egotistic paper, In London Again. The readers 
of the Atlantic may well regret that the Boston monthly 
ever absorbed The Galaxy, with its monopoly of Mr. 
White’s magazine appearances. Major Poore’s Reminis- 
cences of Washington continue to be extremely interest- 
ing; we hope they will be collected in book form. The 
Atlantic has added a new and useful feature in its con- 
densed characterizations of nearly all the books of the 


. | successive months,—a valuable addition to its already 


excellent department of reviews. 

Scribner’s monthly opens with a delightfully illustra- 
ted paper on An Old Virginia Town (Alexandria). Mr. 
Lathrop’s article on the artist La Farge is a good one; 
we are glad that it takes his woodcut designs into ac- 

count, for “fine-art” critics too often neglect this impor- 
tant part of the work of most of our American artists. 
The Music of Niagara, by Mr. Eugene Thayer, is an 
interesting attempt to denote the tones of the fall. The 
article on Governor’s Island, New York harbor, is notable 
for its illustrations. Not all New-Yorkers know how 
much of the picturesque lies at their very doors. We 
commend to readers Thackeray’s Relations to English 
Society, by E. 8. Nadal; Aunt *Oinda’s Ranch, an un- 
commonly good and characteristic story, by Henry King; 
Norway’s Constitutional Struggle, by Bjornstjerne Bjérn- 
son (of course on the republican side) ; How the New 
Testament Came Down to Us, by Professor Fisher; and 
the first chapter of A Fair Barbarian, by Mrs. Burnett. 
We regret that this story should be reprinted here, after 
having been issued already in another magazine, which 
should have been allowed to have the credit of its exclu- 
sive appearance; but we must say that it is really a nota- 
ble work, and that it gives a better picture of a simple 
and true American girl of our ruder society, as placed in 
English surroundings, than could be found in the books 
of twenty novelists like Henry James, Jr. Altogether, 
this number of Scribner is an exceedingly good one. 

Harper’s Magazine contains an article on Literary 
and Social Boston, by George P. Lathrop, which deserves 
to be read for its plain and honest statements concerning 
the weaker elements in the intellectual and social life of 
the place. Mr. Lathrop ‘has told so much truth that we 
wish he had gone a little farther and made his paper 
more uniformly critical. As it is, it is not free from an 
undue laudation of certain of the lesser lights in Boston 


literature. The literary society of Boston, or of any 


other American city, is in no danger of over-criticism on 
the part of its residents—for Mr. Lathrop is virtually a 
Bostonian. 

The contents of Lippincott’s Magazine call for no 
special mention, this month; they are simply a miscel- 
lany of pleasant magazine literature. 





A bright, breezy story for young people is Gray Heads 
on Green Shoulders, and it will be enough to commend it 
to those who have read her shorter sketches, to say that 
it is from the pen of Mrs. Jane Eggleston Zimmerman. 
She possesses the family talent for writing, and her writ- 
ing is animated by a strong moral purpose. The present 
story appeared as a serial in The Signal, a paper which 
is the organ of the Woman’s Temperance Publication 
Association of Chicago. A family of five children, their 
ages ranging from eighteen to three, return from the 
funeral of their mother, to find themselves threatened 
not only with the loss of the old home, but in danger of 
being bound out and separated from each other. Orphaned 
and poor, they apparently have no way of escape; but 
John, the manly elder brother, boldly decides on running 


away with his brothers and sisters, taking their few pos-| 


sessions, and settling down on wild land of his father’s, 
in the adjoining county. This plan he carries out, 
“ flitting” away in the night, with the help of kind 
friends. The Gray heads are an inheritance from the 
maternal ancestors, but the children have to struggle 
against a tendency derived from their father, Dr. Green, 
to love the taste of liquor. How well they struggled, 
and at last overcame, is told in pages that are full of 
vivacity. (16mo, illustrated, pp. 227. Chicago: Henry 
A. Sumner & Co. Price, $1.25.) 


To the excellent series of annotated Select Plays of 
Shakespeare, by William George Clark and W. Aldis 
Wright, the Globe Edition editors, King Richard LIT. is 
now added; Mr. Wright being the sole editor. As to 
text, this series of separate plays has the merit of being 
expurgated, so as to be fit for the eyes of school-boys and 
school-girls. The introduction and notes, however, are 
generally of a much higher grade than can be appreci- 
ated by school-boys. They are brim-full of scholarly 
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notes on Old English, dumean and literature ; om the 
introductions generally give at full length the immediate 
literary sources which Shakespeare had at hand in con- 
stracting his plot and the skeleton of his text. These 
little volumes are admirably adapted for use in the higher 
classes in English in the schools and colleges, and espe- 
cially delightful for the closet student. To say that 
Richard III. is not inferior to the others of the series is 
praise enough. They are less popular than the American 
series of Rolfe, or the English series by Hunter, and not 
illustrated. (18mo, pp. lxiv, 236, linen or paper. Ox- 
ford: At the Clarendon Press, New York: Macmillan 
& Od., or Marcus Ward & Co. Price, 60 cents.) 


An important addition to our means of obtainirg trust- 
worthy information concerning the Hawaiian Islands,—a 
kingdom in whose welfare the United States has a close 
interest—is made in Mrs. Laura Fish Judd’s Honolulu : 
Sketches of Life, social, political, and religious, in the 
Hawaiian Islands, from 1828 to 1861; with a supplemen- 
tary sketch of events tothe presenttime. Mrs. Judd was 
long a resident of Honolulu, whither her husband, Dr. 
G. P. Judd, went in 1828 as an American missionary 
physician. In 1843, having become a government inter- 
preter (to King Kamehameha III.), Dr. Judd organized 
the first Hawaiian ministry, and held for thirty years the 
portfolio of finance in that ministry. Mrs. Judd’s oppor- 
tunities for acquiring knowledge have thus been almost 
unequaled, and her useful book must long be valued as 
a storehouse of information. It is much to be regretted 
that another venerable American in Hawaii, the Rev. 
Titus Ooan, seems likely to pass away without leaving a 
similar chronicle of personal experience and observation. 
(12mo, cloth, pp. xiv, 258. New York: Anson D. F, 
Randolph & Oo. Price, #1. 25. -) 


A book of much merit and intanden, generally wise and 
accurate in its statement of facts, kindly and lively in 
spirit, is Great Preachers, ancient and modern, by the 
Rev. W. H. Withrow, M. A. It isa series of sketches of 
the eight noted Christian preachers, Origen, Athanasius, 
Chrysostom, Augustine, Francis Xavier, John Knox, 
Richard Baxter, and George Whitefield. When the 
author loses himself in his subject, as he oftener does than 
not, he writes very well and engagingly; but when he at- 
tempts conscious reflective inferences and bits of character 
analyses, he becomes careless of accuracy, and lapses into 
the very tinsel of rhetoric. The book is too good a one to 
be marred in that way. The same fault is symbolized on 
the title-page, where twosensible, bui not over-pertinent, 
quotations from the New Testament are given in the 
Greek, but the somewhat antiquated type has bewildered 
the proof-reader, so that pi is uniformly put in the place 
of omega. (18mo, pp. 221, cloth. Toronto, Canada: 
William Briggs, Methodist Book Room.) 


Mr. F. W. H. Myers’s Wordsworth, the latest volume 
in the always welcome English Men of Letters series, 
has been called by some English critics the best of the 
series in point of literary style. We do not agree with 
this opinion, though Mr, Myers’s rhetorical flourishes 
are certainly attractive, and do much to make interesting 
the biography of so prosaic a person as the poet Words- 
worth. The book is one to be read with one’s eyes open ; 
Mr, Myers furnishes the facts, and the reader can be his 
own critic; for, great as Wordsworth was in many ways, 
his admirers, of whom Mr. Myers is one, do not mark out 
with sufficient clearness the essential poverty of half that 
he wrote. (16mo, cloth, pp. iv, 182. New York: Har- 
per and Brothers. Price, 75 cents.) 


Mr. Hjalmar Hjorth Boyesen made a sound literary 
reputation, in current American literature, by his quaint 
and original stories of Norse life. That reputation he is 
rapidly destroying by such work as appears in his new 
book, J7ka on the Hill-top, and Other Stories. The stories 
of which it is composed are not characteristically Scandi- 
navian in any sense, notwithstanding the title of the 
book ; they are hastily and loosely written, and leave an 
impression as of some cheap compound of the books of 
Bjornson, Bret Harte; and Henry James, Jr. (16mo, 
cloth. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. Price, 
$1.00.) 


The story of our Saviour’s life upon earth is told in 
short and simple words, suitable for children who are 
learning to read for themselves, in The Story of the Gospel, 
by Charles Foster. We think it well to make all chil- 
dren familiar with the narratives of the four Evangelists, 
by letting them often hear and study the New Testament 
itself, but this is a very excellent little book to use in 
connection with that. Teachers may obtain from it some 
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good suggestions as to the manner of telling Bible stories 
to the young. (16mo, illustrated, pp. 197. Philadelphia: 
Charles Foster.) 


LITERARY NOTES. 

Robert Carter and Brothers will publish immediately 
Tired Church Members, by Anna Warner, author of the 
favorite little devotional book, The Melody of the 
Twenty-third Psalm. 

Professor Tyndall’s Lessons in Electricity have been 
added to the Humboldt Library of Popular Science 
Literature, and form the eighteenth number of that 
series. The lessons were delivered as a juvenile Christ- 
mas course at the Royal Institution of Great Britain, 
and are well adapted to show what can be done in the 
way of discipline and instruction with such inexpensive 
apparatus as are within the reach of most boys. 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


—_.>————— 


COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 


—At the next Kansas state Sunday-school conven- 
tion, to be held in October, 1881, at Emporia, the old 
mass-meeting method will be adopted, instead of the 
nsual system of receiving only accredited delegates. 
This, of course, does not relieve the Sunday-schools from 
the duty of sending delegates, but it gives more freedom 
as regards the number sent, etc. All Sunday-school 
workers are invited to be present. The executive com- 
mittee of the State Association commenced on January 1 
the publication of The Kansas State Sunday-school 
Journal, which is to be devoted to the work of the Asso- 
ciation in Kansas. 

—A recent meeting of the Rhode Island state execu- 
tive committee fixed the date of the next state convention 
for November 9 and 10, 1881, and selected Providence 
for the place of nfeeting. The New England Sunday- 
school Assembly received formal recognition and endorse- 
ment by the passage of the following resolutions: 
“Resolved, That we approve the organization of the New 
England Sunday-school Assembly, which is to hold its 
second annual meeting at South Framingham, Massa- 
chusetts, next August, provided the Rhode Island con- 
vention be involved in no financial responsibility. Re- 
solved, That we elect Thomas P. Barnefield the Rhode 
Island member of the committee of management.” This 
Assembly, unlike any other in the country, perhaps, is the 
outcome of a movement by the state conventions within 
the district indicated, and was organized last season by a 
joint committee composed of representatives from the 
several New England states. The arrangements already 
made for the meeting next summer are on a more liberal 
scale than last year, twice as much money having been 
appropriated for the platform expenses alone. Dr. J. H. 
Vincent will be the conductor; and the comfort of the 
people will be provided for in the erection of a new 
dormitory, the complete renovation of the grounds, a 
plank walk to the depot, and a number of other like 
improvements. 





SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


—The Brainerd Sunday-school, formerly the Berean 
Mission Sunday-school, of Philadelphia, of which the 
present superintendent is Mr. Henry A. Stanhope, has 
found itself obliged to move into new and commodious 
premises, on Oxford Street, below Twenty-sixth Street. 

—One of the missionaries of the American Sunday- 
school Union has this. to say regarding the new schools 
organized by the Union in Iowa: “Of fourteen new 
schools organized, all but one were established at points 
where there never had been a Sunday-school before, and 
no regular religious service; and at most of them no 
religious service of any kind had ever been held.” 


—A slight decrease in membership in the Sunday- 
school of the First Congregational Church, New London, 
Connecticut, marks the year 1880 as compared with 1879. 
The present membership is in the main school, 149; in 
the primary department, 60; total, 209. The average 
attendance was 156. The number of teachers is 28. An 
out-station Sunday-school is also held in Blackhall Street, 
at which the average attendance is 25. 


—In the report of the American Sunday-sehool Union 
for the last completed fiscal year, the number of new 
schools organized is given as 1,279, with 5,629 teachers 
and 46,727 scholars ; 2,908 Sunday-schools, containing 
over 164,000 scholars, were aided by the Union; 12,890 
Bibles and New Testaments were distributed, and 18,173 
families visited. Of the new schools organized, twenty- 








four were in New England, eighty-one in the Middle 
States; 395 in the Northwest; 316 in the South; 233 in 
the Southwest; 195 in Kansas, and thirty-five on the 
Pacific coast. th 

MISSIONS. 

—There are now twenty-one missionary societies in 
Great Britain and the United States, which keep up 
Zenana work. 

—A new feature is to be added to the missionary work 
of the Foreign Mission Association of the Society of 
Friends. A medical missionary will open a Christian 
hospital at Antananarivo in Madagascar, in the early 
part of this year. 

—A letter from China announces that one of the Bud- 
dhist priests recently converted has declared his inten- 
tion of putting himself under Christian instruction at his 
own expense, during a period of from three to five years, 
in the hope of fitting himself to preach. He wishes to 
spend the remainder of his life in Christian work among 
his people, and especially among Buddhist priests. 


EVANGELISM. 


—Special evangelistic services are being held in several 
towns of Germany. These not infrequently awake the 
hostility of the irreligious classes. At Elberfeld, where 
a mission was conducted during the earlier part of Janu- 
ary, the Rev. Dr. Somerville, of Glasgow, after addressing 
a meeting of fourteen hundred persons, received two let- 
ters threatening his life if he did not quit the town imme- 
diately. Dr. Somerville proceeded, however, to fulfill 
his engagements, and no attempt was made at further 
molestation. : 

—A new extension of the Salvation Army movement 
was inaugurated at a special meeting held at the Army’s 
“headquarters” in London, January 5, when the “ In- 
vasion of Australia’’ was formally announced,—that is, 
two officers of the army were about to sail for Australia, 
for the purpose of organizing and conducting evangelis- 
tic work there. Mrs. Booth presented the emigrants with 
the “colors of the First Australian Corps,” amid the 
cheers of the assembly. In the course of a short speech, 
General Booth stated that the cost of the “ expedition” 
would be only £70. 
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—A good month’s work is presented in the record for 
December, 1880, of the Rochester (New York) Young 
Men’s Christian Association. The number of meetings 
during the month was forty-four, with a total attendance 
(including that in the reading-room) of 10,839. The 
attendance at the song services was 1600; at the Sunday 
morning meetings, 31 ; at the musical rehearsals, 1,383 ; at 
the gospel and mission meetings, 1,182. Two hundred 
and forty-one religious papers were distributed, eight 
young men were furnished with employment, and three 
were directed to boarding-houses. 


—Increasing usefulness marks the progress of the 
recently organized Railroad Young Men’s Christian 
Association of Kansas Oity, Missouri. The quarterly 
report for the three months beginning October 1, and 
ending December 30, 1880, shows a total number of 
readers in the reading-room of 9270, with a daily average 
of 103; the number of letters written in the rooms, for 
which pens, ink and paper are supplied free, was 810; 
the average attendance at the Saturday evening song 
service was twenty-five, at the Sunday afternoon gospel 
meeting 180, and at the monthly entertainment 175. 
Employment was found for thirty-six, and boarding 
secured for eighty-two. The general secretary made 270 
visits ; and over six hundred papers, magazines, etc., were 
distributed in the homes, shops, and cabooses of railroad 
men, The Association invite suggestions as to how the 
work may be made more practical and beneficial to rail- 
road employees. 


TEMPERANCE. 


—Thirty-seven out of the fifty-four counties of West 
Virginia refuse licenses for the selling of intoxicants as 
beverages. 

—Movements to secure a constitutional amendment 
similar to that adopted in Kansas are now in progress in 
sixteen states of the Union. 

—At the late International Temperance Conference, 
held at Melbourne, Australia, it was resolved to recom- 
mend the formation of a temperance alliance for each 
colony in Australia and New Zealand similar to the 
United Kingdom Alliance of Great Britain. 


—aA public conference was held in London, England, 
during the first week in January, in which temperance 
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work in the army and navy was discussed. The Rev. J. 
Gelson Gregson, of India, said that there were nine thou- 
sand total abstainers among the soldiers in India, and that 
during 1879 and 1880 the consumption of rum in that 
country had been reduced by eighty-seven thousand 
gallons. 


—At an adjourned meeting of the First Congregational 
Church of Bangor, Maine,—which, by the way, is the oldest 
church in that city,—held January 17, the following reso- 
lutions, which had previously been circulated among the 
members of the church in printed form, for preliminary 
examination, were, after long deliberation, adopted by a 
vote of two to one. “As members of a Christian church, 
concerned for the safety of the rising generation, anxious 
for the peace and purity of our city, and for the present 
and eternal welfare of our own number, we wish to give 
deliberate and emphatic expression to our convictions as 
follows, namely: 1. The church of Christ should be 
foremost in vigorous and practical support of good morals 
and genuine reforms, The stream cannot rise higher 
than its source ; the virtues and sentiments of every com- 
munity depend upon the life of the church as fountain 
and guide. History plainly teaches that the errors and 
vices of society can be eradicated only by the unsparing 
surgery of religious principle and fearless consciences. 
2. The light of experience plainly reveals the course of 
successful self-defense, and of solemn duty to others; 
public vice and crime must be publicly reprobated and 
restrained by the combined forces of law, of public senti- 
ment, of free discussion and open condemnation. 3. We 
therefore pledge ourselves to earnest prayer and work, 
that the present growing tide of intemperance in our city 
may be checked, and, so far as possible, removed. 4. We 
call upon the officers of the law, in every capacity, to 
give us full and faithful protection by all the means known 
to the administration of justice; and we solemnly protest 
against that interpretation of official duty which takes 
no notice of open and notorious crime, unless private citi- 
zens first take the field as prosecutors. 5. We appeal to 
the able editors of the press, with the earnest request 
that they will use their editorial columns in defense of 
law, and in opposition to the present unblushing sale of 
alcoholic mixtures contrary to express statutes long hon- 
ored and useful. 6. We believe that growing dangers 
demand of all Christians the most emphatic reassertion 
that, in the light of God’s word and the experience of 
all time, intemperance is a sin bringing unspeakable guilt 
upon all who aid and abet it in any way. 7. We spread 
these sentiments upon our church records as permanent 
expression of our solemn convictions.” 


GENERAL. 


—aA normal school institute, under the auspices of the 
Presbytery of Philadelphia, was held in the Walnut Street 
Presbyterian Ohurch, February 1 and 2. The exercises 
embraced brief addresses, conversation, and discussion 
on practical Sunday-school themes. 


—The eleventh annual meeting of the Women’s Bible 
Readers’ Society of Philadelphia was held January 20. 
The report of the directors embraced the following facts: 
Visits made during the year, 34,375; religious exercises 
held, 21,688; books, papers, etc., distributed, 41,352; 
church-members added, 204; induced to attend church, 
611; induced to attend Sunday-school, 698 ; situations 
found, or homes, 169; Bibles and Testaments given, 459; 
money expended, $699.77 ; garments, number of pieces, 
8,495 ; tons of coal distributed, 138; groceries, estimated 
value, $214.12 ; dry goods, number of yards, 653. At the 
conclusion of the meeting, the election of next year’s 
managers took place. 


—Lesson leaves are very familiar to the Sunday-school 
children of America. They are not, however, so familiar 
to all children. Here, for instance, is a letter from Mr. 
Albert W. Clark, Wasser-gasse 35, Prague, telling of the 
publication of the first Bohemian lesson leaves. Each les- 
son leaf is a little four-paged tract, containing the lesson, 
the golden text, lesson surroundings, lesson notes, daily 
readings, etc., in Bohemian. Mr. Clark writes: “I take 
pleasure in sending you the first lesson paper for scholars 
that has appeared in the Bohemian language. We have 
just published an edition of 5,000 copies. There are by 
no means so many Sunday-school scholars here, but we 
hope to make these lesson helps useful in many families 
that are not within the reach of the Sunday-school. 
Pastor Dusek of Kolin, Mr. Bastecky of Prague, and 
myself, have charge of this department of Sunday-school 
work. It may be quite a number of Bohemian Sunday- 
schools in America would be glad to secure these lesson 
helps. They will be published a month in advance, and 
therefore in season for those in America who may wish 
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to use them. Price from March to Decem- 
ber, 1881, twenty cents, which amount may 
be sent in stamps.” 


—The committee appointed by the trus- 
tees of the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
in New York Oity, at the request of 
General di Cesnola, to investigate the 
charges made against the latter by Gaston 
L. Fenardent, have made a full report, 
showing clearly that not one of those 
charges had the slightest foundation in 
fact. While the public have full confi- 
dence in the individual and corporate 
character of the trustees and the director 
of the Museum, and probably never sup- 
posed the investigation necessary, yet the 
thoroughness of their work, as well as 
their readiness to act in clearing them- 
selves from suspicion the moment that 
calumny presented a definite point to lay 
hold of, can only add to the high popular 
esteem for themselves and the priceless 
collections of which they are custodians. 


—According to the official summary of 
statistics recently furnished to the Eng- 
lish Baptist Union by the churches, there 
are at present in England, connected with 
the denomination, 1,912 churches, 2,760 
chapels, containing 707,477 sittings, 200,- 
718 church-members, 35 408 Sunday-school 
teachers, 351,602 scholars, 1,404 pastors, 
and 2,729 evangelists; in Wales there are 


541 churches, 640 chapels, 210,448 sittings, 


69.487 church-members, 7,528 teachers, 
69,237 scholars, 401 pastors, 251 evan- 
geligts; in Scotland, 86 churches, 103 
chapels, 28,874 sittings, 9,466 church- 
members, 999 teachers, 8,425 scholars, 76 
pastors, 45 evangelists; and in Ireland, 26 
churches, 34 chapels, 5 480 sittings, 1,395 
church- members, 113 teachers, 1,344 
scholars, 21 pastors, and 14 evangelists. 
The total represented by the United King- 
dom is as follows: 2,565 churches, 3537 
chapels, 952,279 sittings, 281,061 church- 
members, 44,120 teachers, 430,608 scholars, 
1,902 pastors, and 3,039 evangelists. 


—Dr. Barnardo of London has for 
several years given an annual dinner to 
the street children of London. The scene 
at the last dinner is thus described by a 
correspondent of The Christian World: 
“ At last the hall was full, the proportion 
of girls to boys being about a hundred 
and fifty to eight or nine hundred, That 
they were all miserably clad goes without 
saying. Few, however, presented signs of 
positive want or starvation. The ages 
ranged from perhaps five to about eighteen, 
but the majority were probably between 
thirteen and fifteen. All appeared to have 
at least washed their faces before coming, 
and the fresh air of street life seemed, if 
one might judge by brightness of eye, 
color, and often plumpness of cheek, to 
agree with most, That not a few had re- 
cently been in prison was evident from 
their closely cropped heads and their after 
confessions, whilst some of the faces un- 
mistakably indicated a criminal ancestry. 
Still, there were faces, and many, that 
were full of promise, Oandor, intelli- 
gence, hope, even gentleness of feeling, 
could be seen in them. Whilst the hall 
was filling, the band connected with Dr. 
‘Barnardo’s Homes played some lively airs 
in the gallery, much to the delight of the 
hungry little vagrants, who, especially the 
girls, seemed to find it almost impossible 
to refrain from jamping and dancing under 
the magic influence of drum and fife. 
But the signal for ‘silence,’ given by a 
little trumpeter on the platform, was 
promptly obeyed. And then began the 
business of supplying the children with 
the paper bags and cups of tea. The an- 
nouncement that an orange would be given 
to each child at the close of the evening 
was received with such cheers as only 
eleven hundred East-end juveniles can 
give, But the excitement of the boys and 





pr was wrought up to the greatest pitch 


by Dr. Barnardo showing them a bag 
of new sixpences, the gift of a friend. As 
he shook the bag, and told his rough audi- 
ence that each child was to have one, the 
delight of the youngsters was something 
comical to witness. Tears of joy fairly 
rolled down their cheeks, whilst their 
shouts were simply deafening. The supper 
over, the “Doctor” briefly addressed his 
guests. He wished them a Happy New 
Year, whereupon came from all parts of 
the building, ‘‘ The same to you!” | What 
had they come for? To get some grub? 
Well, that was not a bad thing. But he 
hoped they had a better object, and wanted 
to be helped out of their present mode of 
life. He was going to ask them some ques- 
tions, and trusted he should get truthful 
replies, They might think it a fine thing 
to deceive him. But, after all, they did 
not deceive him. Then the lively little 
“ Doctor,” who had managed, with the aid 
of an occasional blast from the trumpet, 
to keep pretty good order, put a series of 
questions to the boys, telling them to 
stand up by way of answer. How many 
lads had got father or mother living in a 
lodging-house? A large number stood up. 
How many had got father or mother earn- 
ing their living in the streets? Appar- 
ently not many. How many were earning 
their own living in the streets? About 
one-third rose. In answer to further ques- 
tions only a few intimated that they were 
without father or mother, but the great 
majority evidently came from the common 
lodging-houses of the neighborhood, in 
which vice and poverty, disease and 
filth, huddle together at night. Then 
came the question, How many had been 
locked up? Alas! some fifty or sixty, 
amidst the laughter of their companions, 
and, seemingly, with but little sense of 
shame, stood up. How many deserved to 
be locked up? “All the lot of us,” was 
the prompt answer which came from many 
mouths, How many attended ragged 
schools on Sundays? A large number 
were, it seemed, profiting by these schools, 
but only a few went to Board schools. 
Then Dr. Barnardo talked again to the 
boys in a way which they clearly under- 
stood and appreciated. He had seen a 
baby made to toddle across a room in a 
lodging-house whilst a crowd of men and 
women stood around, betting on its feeble 
little efforts. Its mother was out, and no 
one cared what was done with it. But 
some did care for the boys and girls who 
were present, and were anxious to give 
them a chance to do better for themselves. 
Money was not all that was wanted. Work 
was wanted, and a character was wanted. 
Some of them were too old for him to help 
them, but he hoped before very long to be 
able to help even the older lads. Of course, 
there were some lazy chaps who would 
rather beg or prig than work, and nothing 
could be done for them. A request that 
those who wished to enter the homes would 
show their desire by coming up to the 
platform followed. This was responded to 
by a considerable number of lads, and 
their cases were to be gone into by the 
* Doctor,’ I was told, after the others had 
left. The distribution of the oranges and 
sixpences brought this strange, bu tpain- 
fully interesting, wisi to a close.” 


PERSONAL. 


—A cable despatch of January 28 an- 
nounced the arrival in London of Mr. 
Trumbull, editor of The Sunday School 
Times. 

—Professor A. H. Sayce has met with a 
mishap on his archeological journey in 
Cyprus, a kick from a mule having broken 
the small bone of one of his legs. He 
was, at last accounts, at the commissioner’s 
residence in Limassol. It is uncertain 





whether this accident will entirely inter- 
me ne) journey. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 

A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 44,500 
copies, Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. The uniform rate 
for ordinary advertisements is 20 cents per agate 
line for each and every insertion, excepting for 
the months of November and December, when the 
rate is 80 cents per line. Large extra editions, 
for special use, are printed during these months 
in addition to the issue for subseribers, 

The advertisement of DeLand, Florida, 
on the last page of this paper, will interest 
any one whois planning to move to Florida 
on account of health or other reasons. 


CuurcH FuRNISHING.—The require- 
ments of committees are largely met in 
estimating the cost of furnishing Pews, 
Cushions, Pulpits, Chairs, Contribution 
Boxes, Settees, and Tables, by sending to 
Paine’s Manufactory, 141 Friend Sireet, 
wiemra; for illustrated po. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


“J. F. BURNHAM, Nashua, N. H., says: The A. 8S. T. 
Co. Black Tip is the best protection have found for 
children’s shoes, Seli them every day; can’t keep 
store without them. 








WEST CHESTNUT ST. INSTITUTE, 


A Home-school for Young Ladies. 
Second term begins Feb. 1. For circulars. address, 
Mrs. J. A. “BOGARDUS. Prin., 4035 Chestnut 8t. Ww. ‘Philada. 


ERS and all fnterested—send for circular: 
the Am. Vocal Inst. 101 &103 Waverly P1.N Y. 


GREENWICH ACADEMY | 


UNDED 180 
With Musica! tnetitere and Commercial Coll 
Beautifully situated on NARRAGANSETT BA 
Board only $2.75. Instruction unsurpassed. Spring 
term opens March 22. For oaees (free) address, 
Rev. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A , Principa!, 
K. Greenwich, R. -I. 


"A VIVID, FASCINATING $7OR}," 


Philadelphia Inquirer. 


In the richly illustrated MIDWINTER 
ScRIBNER begins Mrs. Frances H. Bur- 
—_ py nF Fair Barbarian,” a 
w e Springfield Republican says, ‘ It 
is a particularly sparkling story, the subj ect 
being the young heiress of a Pacific slope 
silver-mine, thrown amid ya roper 
petty aristocracy of an Engli town 
where her father was brought a p” The 
novelette will run through three numbers, 
subscriptions for which will be received by 
dealers or the publishers for $1.00 Price 
of the MIDWINTER (February) €CRIBNER, 
35 cents, 

ScrispnER & Co, New York. 


How to Conduct Prayer Meetings 


FA Lewis O. Thompson. A companion vane 
“ The Prayer Meeting and its Improvements,”’ by 
to sameauthor. 12mo, Cloth. $1.25. 

“This is a volume that can be warmly commended 
to the notice of all Christian workers for its sound, 
practical sense and deep religious purpose. It should 
be read by every pastor, by every class leader, by 
every church-member. 

Bosron: D. LOTHROP & CO., Publishers. 


~ Second-hand and new 8. 8. Libraries bough t, sold, & 
exchanged. C. M. Barnes, 63 W: ashington St Shicago. LL Wi 


GOO MORALS and Gentle Manners, 

oo $1.2. Peaslee’s Selections for 
Memorizing, 60 cents. Van Antwerp, Bragg & Co., 
Publishers, Cincinnati, Ohio. Mention this paper. 


AGENTS WANTED for the Best, and Fastest- 
Selling Pictoral Books and Bibles Prices red reduced 
83 percent. National Publishing Co., Phila. 


PALMS OF VICTORY 


FOR 10 CENTS WE WILL MAIL 
TO YOUA COPY OF THIS NEW 


MUSIC BOOK BY HS PERKINS &.J.MLHUNT 
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL REVIVAL MEETING 
HENRY.A SUMNER 8 C0. CHICAGO. 


Sat + AERA AAR. - ~HARA 
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the Order of Service found in The Scholars’ 
Ce Issued in leaflet form at 75 cents per 
hundred. No extra charge for 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times, 





FOR LIBRARIES, SUNDAY - SCHOOLS, 
AND HOME READING, 


@.P. PUTNAM’S SONS, 


182 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK, 


ARE NOW PUBLISHING: 


The New Plutarch; Lives of those who 
MADE THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD: 
16mo0, cloth extra, per volume................-- $1.00 


nolopaphy is History teaching us by example. “ The 
lutarch”’ tells of those who have fougihi a good 
iene. and gone down to the grave ix honored and re- 
membered because they greatly dared. 


Vol, 1, Abraham Lincoln and the Aboli- 
TION OF AMERICAN SLAVERY. By Charies 
G. Leland. With portrait on steel. 


“An admirable work... written with judgment 
and skill.”—Seribner’s Monthly. 


Vol. 11, Coligny and the Failure of the 
FRENCH REFORMATION. By Walter Besant. 


“A book which is alive, and which gives us a real 
man and a hero.”—Boston Advertiser. 


Vol. Ill. Judas Maccabaeus and the 
REVIVAL OF THE JEWISH NATIONALITY. 
By Lieut. C. R. Conder, R. E. 


“Admirably done. ... A vivid narrative of a mo- 
mentous struggle.’’—Churchman, 


Vol. IV. Joan of Arc and the Expulsion 


OF THE ENGLISH FROM FRANCE. By Janet 
Tuckey. 


‘ 
Vol. V., Haroun al Raschid and Saracen 
CIVILIZATION. By Prof. E. m. Palmer. 
To be followed by volumes on “Alexander the 
Great,” “Victor Emmanuel,” “ Richelieu,” ‘‘ Charle- 


Magne, and his Time,” etc., etc., 16mo, cloth, about $i 
per volume. 


Womanhood: Lectures on Woman’s 
WORK IN THE WORLD. By the Rev. R. Heber 
Newton. 16mo, cloth extra............0.-... $1.25. 

“ All earnest women, and all candid, unselfish men, 
will read this series of chapters with a warm gratitude 
to the author.’’— Home Journal. 


e sale by all dealers, an‘ sent free on receipt of 


Diary of a Minister’s Wife 


“It’s very funny, but it’s true, it’s all true,” is the 
verdict of one reader of this amusing book, who has 
lived in the family of a minister’s wife for over a 
quarter of acentury. The first edition of 

TEN THOUSAND COPIES 
sold in three hours after publication. Those who 
wish to know some of the amusing experiences re- 
lated in this book will not fail to send for it. It con- 
ains 64 es, with handsome engraved cover. Itis 
for sale by all newsdealers, or wi. i be sent. post-paid, 
to any So on receipt of ten cents, Address, 

J.S. OGILVIE & CO., Publishers, 

39 Rose Street, New ¥ ork. 


Interesting, Instructive, Attractive 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIERATURE! 
At Reduced Prices. 


CROWELL’S 
Sunday-school Libraries 


No. 1, 30 vols., 18mo 
No. 2, 15 vola., 16mo. 








No. 6, 5! vois., 16mo. 29 
These Publications are now in hundreds of our Sun- 
y-schools all over the country, and are givin erent 
Satisfaction They have been carefuly edited. and 
are unexceptionabie in literary merit and moral teach- 
ing, and will compare favorably with any other 
series. We invite their examination by superin- 
tendents and library committees. For rale by all 
bookseliers, or will be sent for inspection upon appli- 

cation to the publishers, 
THOMAS Y. CROWELL & CO., 
744 Broadway, New York. 


ENTATOR ates 
COMPLETE 
On ae Bible. in one volume, ever published. Endorse- 
ments by 200 ablest scholars. Adapt od to all; embodies latest 
research, Contains Life of St. Joka; tables showing time of 
each patriarch , prophet and king; authors hip and dates of 
books of Bible; how the garth S ) opled from Noah; par- 
mess and miracles of Old and estaments; the twenty- 
four Sermons of Christin their order; the eighteen miracles 
ofthe Apostles. 1026 pages. ATGillustrations, price, $3.15. 
Lxtrater™s, Selling fast. Agents making $200 to « 400. 
am nth, Bre dlez ¢ Garretson & Co., (6 N.4thSt., Phila 


for Dr. Richard’s Hi 8 t 
AGENTS fin t'paie ta aura 
WANTED south and west. BOSTON 
PORTER CO., 28 Winter Street, Boston, Mass. 


WANTED AGENTS fr GOLDEN DAWN 
in this Life thr: ugh the Dark Valiey, and in the Life 
Eternal. ILLUSTRATED. Sells fast. Pays over 


A | A MONTH 


FORK AGENTS 


for circular and terms. Also send address of two 
or more book = one 10 cents for cost of mailing, 
and qeogive the e’s Magazine of choice literature 


per aty 
_ PW. ZLEGLER & CO., Phila., Pa., or Chicago Ti 


7 ANTED.—A Salesman for. Orgavs by an old es- 
tablished house. To a reliable and janes 
meee a peed opportunity is offered. Address D at this 


READ ANTHONY 

A COMSTOCK’S new 

book, Frauds Exposed, 

before an invest in Stocks, Syndicates. Lotteries, 
Mines, Gift Enterprises or Quack Doctors. Best Sell- 


ing Book Out. P» ce, $3. 


AGENTS | 
WanAu=» 


50. Agents Wanted Every- 
where. J. Howard Brown, 21 Park Piace, N. Y.; 717 
Sansom St.. Phila. ; 200 Main St. (Room 9), Cincinnati; 
12 Walker Block, Detroit 


Bt 
Dc. S. 8S. SONG BOOK. 


ee Enteppattenal Sunday-school 
Lesson ymnal.—i40 original lesson 

hymns, with music, Re the lessons of the whole 
year, 32 choice old pieces. 8 opening and closing—183 


leces inall. Arranged fo: and new tunes. 
Price. $5 ore: 100 copies (postage 


e 
post-pai —~ ” 


Pe A VID Cc. 
137 Madison &t., 
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FREE TO ALL. 


One of our New Illustrated 
Catalogues, ving rices of 
eat | ne fix :, atches, 
ains, ons,Silver Ware, 
t. $10.00 &c. Tilustrations given are 
exact size of ring represent- 
ed. We guarantee quali 
throughout as cepeemnnedl 
Will send ring to any address 
(at our risk) on receipt of 
money, and 25 cts. additional 
for registration. , 
To give proper size, cut a hole 
as near round as gecsihie in a stiff piece of card 
board to fit the finger as you wish the ring to do, and 
enclose to us with order. No extra charge for Clie 
graving either Initials, Name or Motto. Address 


NA7 mm. Freendrick é& Son. 


120 Fourth Ave., LOUISVILLE, KY, 
aa When writing, méntion this paper. “ea 


























Best and Howse ia 
Cheapest Americe 


New <8 with 2 
full sets of reeds, 9 stops, with book 


and stool, only 363 50. A new7 oct. Piano wiih stool ang 
book, only $187. Instruments al! warranted for 6 years, 
and sent on 10 days’ trial. MONEY k*TURNED if not as 


represented, New catalogues now reridy 


Send for one 
and save money. T. i. Warers, 14 E. 14:h S8t.,.N 


3 ow Yors 





R The Henry F. Miller Piarvos 4 


ave i no’superiorin tone and workmanship 





A The Palace & Smith American 












$45, $55,$65,$75,$100,$125 
And U wards. Agents Wanted. 


cataLoaul rae Address a iy ae ORG. 
« pm WN. J., 


ORGANS#a 32 ion: Pager 


ashington, N. J. 


»[RuYDTO 














PIANO-FORTES. 


FIFTY YEARS BEFORE THE PUBLIC 
Upon their excellence alone have attained an 
UNPURCHASED PEE-EMINENCE 
Which establishes them as umequaled in 
TONE, TOUCH, WORKMANSHIP, and DURABILITY. 
Warerooms: 112 FirrH AVENUE, NEw YoRE, 
204 and 206 W. BaLTIMoRE St., BALTIMORE, 


iM GREAT OFFER!! | noe New FLANDS 
13t w arral ears. d Hand 


NTS at Rk GAINS. AG 
WANTEDL TMlustenrea Gat QaUE Free. 
Horace WATERS & CO.,8 Soe »N.Yo 











MILLIONS OF SUFFERERS 


HAVE BEEN RELIEVED 
BY THIS ARTICLE. 
It is of Unparalleled Excellence. 


eiceee in relieving pain and far more reliable t an 
the ordi ery Porous Plaster. The manufacturers were 
awarded Ist Prizes at Philadelphia, 1576, and 
at Paris, 1878. 


66 NA ~~ 
ly UF... oy alg sales ali 


enn ie prey ne tee 
oe aa THE | 
Presbyterian Journal. 


An Ejight-Page Weekly (Rev. R. M. Patterson, D.D . 
Fditor) can be had for one year. with the GREAT 
PRESBYTERIAN COUNCIL VOLUME, 11) pages. 
Official and Complete, with full proceedings and 
Appendix, and Colored paousese of the Hortical- 
tural Hal! Decorations. for Address. 

PRESBYTERIAN JOURN AT CO 
15 North Seventh St., Philad’a, 


AM. AGRICULTURIST. 
ONE YEAR, $1 00. 
Price list of 500 papers at same rates, free. 
DEAN’S N i ae AGENCY, 
56, Falls lis Village, ¢ Conn. 


ED FOX, SKUNK. “RACCOON. . MINK. Bought 
for Cash. HIGHEST PRICES, SEND FOR 
CIRCULAR. Full particulars. 
E. C. BOUGHTON, 5 Howard Street, New York. 
IVE Hendsome ‘Reward Cards, size. 2x3}, inches, 
mailed fase to on any address. Send your name on a 
postal can card S. OGILVIE & », Publishers, 
Rose Birect Now York, 
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vertisement, they are sure 


GANS & BIA NOS. 


My Holiday OTers are extended _ Apri 
Orders, Express Prepaid or Recistered Lett er. 
notremitwithorder. [9 Besure te visit my facto 
fore you decide to buy elsewhere. WILL YOU 





ST A. SPHCIAIs ©O 


BEATTY’S ORGANS ONLY S85. 


A $450 17 Stop Cabinet or Parlor Organ for only $8835 cash. 


to recommend Siemon so high that often 98 onles are 


low as $15. Apert te ey da Upri S12 

trial one my warranted 6 years, omey “hestialin 'sotentene ty 

waye ound in any way not just as re og in this Advertise mtor m "Catalogues &e. 
fed Remitances may be mad > by Bank Dix of 


— S ssudi estos or some e' Re of yor 
orz Rove Ge or send for my Tilustrated Catalogue be 


Address or callon DANIEL F. BEATTY, Washington, New Jerecy- 


7 Style No. 8000, 5 fall set Golden 
Tongue Keeds, 17 Stops &e. 


Welcome to 1881. Something 
Original.—With the new year come to th: 
front, the grandest invention in reed o1 
gans the Celestina. or French Horn, 

tt This beautiful solo Stop is connected 
witha set of reeds so tuned and voiced a 
toexactly imitatea French Horn, Th: 
imitation is so marked, that should an 
amatuer musician be standing with his 
back to the organ it would puzzle nim t 
determine whether it was really an organ 
orahorn, Besides, this instrumet.t will 
contain the world renown Vox Celeste 
the sweetest stop ever before plac. 
ed inan organ, charming is the exclama 
tion everywhere, Alsothe Vox Humana 
powerful set of Sub Bass Reeds, and 
Octave Coupler which doubles the powe: 
by pressing your fingeron akey of the 
instrument, the key an octave higher wil 
come down it self. Do not buy an organ 
unless it contains an octavecoupler if you 
do, you are cheated out of one of the finest 
improvements in reed organs. Be sure thx 
instrument you purchase containsan ec- 


tavecoupler, Buy noother. 
New style No. 8,000 contains 17 stops. 6 fuh 
set of Golden Tongue Reeds, 5 octaves 


beautiful walnut case, french veneering 
Handles, Ra, - stands, pocketfor music 
extra ancy top. Beatty’s new pat 
ent stop antion. Height 72in. depth 24 in 
length 46 in. weight boxed about 40¢ Ibs 
pedals instead of being covered wit! 
mig carpet are made of metai, Upright bel 
lows made from the very best quality o 
rubber cloth. It containsa sliding lid 
and has rollersfor moving. It is by fer 
the best es ' for the money ever built 
in this count Agents (monopolist 
Price) for such an nent would 
range from $150 te $450 according 
te the customer, 


My price (having no 
Agents) boxed, delivered 
on board cars here with 
stool,book & music ONLY 


This offer ig special in order to intro- 
duce this new instrument. It is a trifle 
above the actual cost to build. 

Every one who has examined this style 
wonders how I can produce so fine anorgan 
forsosmallamount. My reply to them is, 
Ihavethe very best facilities for manu- 

, and in my enormous and in- 
le Tusualiy get out from ito 
2thousand .f one sty!e at a time, and it is 
perfectly plain to be seen that I can man- 
ufacture at a much less cost than smaller 
een A little margin on each satisfies 

instrument sold is handle ac 
traced from the first*one sol 

. Chureh Chapel & Parlor, $30 to 

. 2 to 32 Ss. Baby Organs as 

Every instrument is oye on test 

nd freight icharses paidby me both 





Post Office Money 
mr eaten iuility if you at 


Ss! 












Set Complete in Prask? > $55. 
Set Complete in Pius 


Parlor, Lodge, and Church Furniture. 

Nocharge for bay ag Send for Teaeted Catalogue. 
SHAW, APPLIN, & Co., 

27 SUDBURY sT., BOSTON. 


_ Sent for Approval. 


For 60 Cents, I will send, by return mail, a 
beautiful and useful “ PORT. FOLIO OF BI 
BLE PICTURES, illustrating the Iuterna- 
tional Sunday-school Lessons for 1881,” to be 
returned if =< w ioe Remit to 

OPPELL, Publisher, 
. Bible House, New York. 


WILL NOT. 
EAR OU 








A KEY 


THAT 
<4 ANY WATCH 






Witt WIND 


SOLD 


By mail, 30c. Circular 


Watc “x are 
ie Tew 4 On, +38 Dey Street. WV 


: A 


eontaini: 
with 





— Street and Stage Wigs, 
an 
ins ,ete, Beautiful and manifold styles 
avisible Front Coifures. The ¢ 
osteemplete work in its line over 


Bailed 
Goods sent ©. U, LD 


St., N. 
GOOD si 


Grand 
eg privilege ot returning 


BOOKS "2 FREE ! 
The ADJUSTABLE BOOK COVER fits any book! 
Prev. tN REVERED take notice. Send two stamps to 


FE. . VAN E EREN, 116 Nassau Street, New York. 





~ In ordering goods, or in making ' inquary con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publisher, as well as the adver- 
tiser, by stating that you sav the advertisement 
in The Sunday School Times, 








F te Sunday.School 








HENDERSON’S 


COMBINED CATALOGUE OF 


EVERYTHING 


Will be Mailed re to allwho apply by 
tor. 


Our Experimental Grounds inj 
which we test vur Vegetable and 
Flower Seeds are most complete; 
and our Greenhouses for Plants 
(co overing 3 acres in glass), are 

e largest in America. 


PETER HENDERSON & CO. 


*35 Cortlandt Street, New vee. 


25 Imported useful 

Household Articles 

for Samples and Ag- 

ents catalogue for a 

.8tamp to pay SatiaSab 4 packing to all thoes 
whomention this aper. London Importe 
ing Co., 22, 21& k 26 4th Ave., N.Y. 








SUPERINTENDENTS 


— free to 8. 8. Superintend- 


$1.25 
ts (and tosuch only) reprint of 
39125 5. 8. library book, such as 
we are — for libraries at 
Se, each. 8) books out. Davip 


C. Cook, 137 Madison St.,Chicago. 














BYRN’S POCKET MICROSCOPE. 


Great Magnifying Power, 
detects Counterfeit Money,Shoddy 
in Cloth, Foreign Substancesin the 
Eye and Wounds, examines In- 
y sects, Flowers, Seeds, Grain, Plants, 
Flaws in Metals, Wood, Grain, Il: 
legible Writing, ete. Two double 
Convex Lens, 144 inches wide, 
Leather Mounted. B86 cents in 
Stamps. Free by Mail. AGENTS 
WANTED! Address: 

M. L. BYRN, 49 Nassav Sr., N. ¥, 
_## Mention this paper. 


TONE “MASTERS. 


By Charles Barnard. ®tories of Bach ard Beetho- 
ven, Handel and Haydn. Mozart and Mendelssohn. 3 
vols. Price $3. Dr. Vincent says they should nein every 
Sunday-school and other Library. EK. Tourjee. Boston 


Bc. LIBRARY BOOKS 


—The choicest of $1 to $L.75 Sarday- 

schoo) library books, sold at a uniform 

price of five cents each. Books will last three 
times as long as the ordinary. Specimen copy 8 
cents. Catalogue of 8 books now published, 
sent free. 













DAVID ©. COOK, 


137 Madison St., Chicago. 
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The Attention of ‘Physicians, and the 
Readers of this Paper is Called te THE 


oy INHALER. 


A most rational appliance for the treatment of Ca- 
tarrh, Bronehitis, Consumption, or any dis- 
ease of the respi‘atory organs. 


WHAT CAN BE SAID OF IT. 


1. Less than four months in existence, it is affording 
relief and satisfaction wherever it is used. 









2. By its use, a patient, while sleeping rt night, can 
inhale continuously the air from volatile medicines, 
contained in ingenious reservoirs in a porous mechani- 
cal pillow, which lies on the patient’s own pillow. 


8. Inhalation has been found, of late years, by phys s!- 
clavs, to be more and more successful as a treatment 
tor Catarrh, Bronchitis, and Consumption. The Pil- 
low-Inhaler only intensifies and perfects the old 
method by prolonging the inhalation from a few 
minutes a day to all night—say eight hours / 

4. 1f breathing sewer gas or foul air all night gradu- 
ally destroys health—an undisputed fact—is it not 
reasonable logic that breathing air impregnated with 
powerful healing ard disinfecting medicixes all night 
should gradually cure? 

5. The Pillow Inhaler has not an atom of quackery 
about it, It is simply a device for feeding healing air 
to sick lungs and inflamed air passages. It is as safe 
as sunshine to the most delicate, 


6. We do not seek to undermine your family physi- 
cian, and, where practicable, we advise that you get 
from him a prescription for the medicine to be used in 
the Inhaler, What weaim to do is to furnish a method 
of administering medicine, which commends itself to 
the most intelligent physicianseverywhere. Wehave, 
however, for the convenience of many, had prepared, 
by one of our leading druggists, a medicine formulated 
by a regular physician of high standing in thiscity. It 
is composed of such Ingredients as Camphor, Tar, Car- 
bolic Acid, Iodine, Hoffman's Anodine, etc ,—reme- 
dies well known to the medical faculty as most effi- 
cacious in the treatment of the diseases named. The 
Inhaler will be sold either with or without the medi- 
cine. 





Send for full descriptive circular, commendations 
from users, etc. A discount to physicians from regu- 
lar prices. 


THE PILLOW-INHALER COMPANY, 
__1520 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. | 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 


Hire Insurance Co., 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1825. a 
Sut DE DEVEREUX. shane, ™ a 
G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
Youn’ L. THOMASON. Ass’t Secretary 





CAPITAL, 





4 Quince&the New z 

fm The two most @ 
= Valuable fruits 
= of receut intro- 

: duction. Form 
Ss aclob in your 
neighborhood. 
+ Terms Liberal 

Ad’s for circ’lr y 


VERG)ENNES 





© F. L. Perry.Ca- 3 
M nandaigua,NY," 


GEND SIX ONE CENT STAMPS for 3 packets 
ot choice imported Fiower Seeds and Catalogue, 
contain‘ ng! list of Seeds, Plants, Impiements, eic., and 
much useful information aod A perme Best quality 
of Seeds, and cheers 

Wisco. GREINER, Naples, N. Y. 


Tevingetes ~ Portection 


TOMATO. 


Raised by the originator of and is supe- 
jor to the Aeme and Paragon Tomatoes. 
jood-red, smooth, solid and productive. # 
Original Packets, 25 cents; five for 21.00, 
Dreer’s Garden Calendar for 1481 mailed 
Mifree. Valuable to the market gardener, ama- 
teur and farmer. 


HENRY A. DREER, Seedsman, 


714 Chestnut 8St., Philadelphia. 








Nice Concord Grape Vines, by mail, prepatd, 

tor 1. Fileorder erly ForSpring shipment a 
Cirenlars free, WM.B. REED, Chambersburg 
Nurseries, Cham be rsburg, Pa. Mention this paper 





lantecing onfe arrival in good 
condition, our choiee of sorts:| 


19%. 
6 
siete tsa NEW | AND RARE 


For your choice of varieties, see our 7 2-paae 
Catalogue,with colored plate.free to all. We 
fer an immense stock of FRUITS 
Grape-Vines, Fruit and SMALL 
P rgreens, etc.; 8 Ourrants 
1: 74 Strawberries, 81; 5 
pple, S13 4 Pear.@1; § Peach 
The TO Breet Chet tnu 1s 100 Hardy Catalpa 








13 etc. Oatalogue (with 11 col’d strawberries) free. 
27th Year. 18 Greenhouses. 400 Acres, 

a bart A tape ytd om GARDEN 
SEEDS § bof the best Flowers and 

aud bow to herew them. FREE T 

pay to send for 
WRIOSITIES. Small box of Sea Shells sent to 
any address for 10 cepts 











~ GET AIBINDER FOR YOUR PAPER. 





STORRS. HARRISON Painesville, O 
Wace ‘bles, with prices of ee, 
a CULE xno BRO’ THER, Scedsmen, Pella, Iowa. 
8. G. THOMPSON, Jr., & CO., South Haven C1. 
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: 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 


“TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, | Pununned weekly 











a club, at above rates must be 


year at 
While the the he gapers = 


sent Ina to one address, the publisher 
to have oe reterence the names of the subscribers, 
He therefore that each club subscription be 


accompanied 
of the the paper. 

For twenty-five cents per cor in addition to the 
above club rates, the papers wil malied directly to 
the individual addresses of the members of aclub. In 
this case, however, the papers for a club must all goto 
one Roftioe, an and the subscription must not be for 


leas than one 
Additions ie at any time to a club, ah A ee 


same rate at w ion me the clab, i oe eer Sormed, w 
authorized to subse ich additional sub- 
scriptions to Ay at the same time with the club as 
originally ordered, The new meres to pay pro 
rata tor the time of their subscriptio’ 
oun papers for a club, whether onine in a package 
dress, or sent ‘separatel to the members of 
the cinb, ig be discontinued at the expiration of the 


sabscriptio: 

Bubecribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not jany Age post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also 
which it has been sent, All addresses should include 
both county and state, 

Any person ting to renew either a single or club 
peng at amg in connection with which his name has 
not been known to the yy will p please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 


been sent. 
Pdabecribers 2 wishing to introduce The Times to their 
triends, can have specimen copies sent free from this 
office to any address, 


hb a list of the names and 
ms who are to use 





THE WEEKLY LESSON | LEAF. A separate lea tor 

every Sunday in t 

100 copies, one Aa? ne $ .60 

100 one year 7. 

Less than 100 copies at same rate. Orders not taken 
for leas than one ane 


THE 1E SCHOLARS! QUARTERLY, 








Contains the Les- 
lored map, beautifal 


Pi appropriate music, etc., etc. 
00 copies, one Tear (four quarters). leopece: oxeenesne= $25.00 
Single a MF. year (four quarters) .........<«..« 


nths (one quart QUATLET)...ase0e--- 6.25 
Under 10 copies, three months 7 


THE a QUESTION LEAF, A separate leaf for each 


Sund ted on writing paper. —¥ requiring 
written answers to questions on the lesson. 


100 copies, one MONDtH.....2-ceceee 
100 year 


Less than 100 copies at same rate. Orders not taken 
for less than one month. 


GREAT BRITAIN, 
Hodder and Geoahton, 2 
a don, &. ©.. will send The tierioan Sunday School 
Times, post tree, for a year, to aly ad address 
ry Pate pore peerre , below wopence, 
80 AT, n nD ers, 
awa cine @ Scholars’ Quarterly, price fourpence 


ADVERTISING RATES, 
The uniform rate for mary obventpemente is 20 
cents per agate line (14 = to an Inch), each 
tion, whether for one time or more, excepting for 
months of a and Baan aap na th 
months there being a 
with a pressure of adv 
the rate will 
ments 
through 
the in 
The rate for Readi ( 
the Business De ment will be $1.00 
Sor eaae tnsersion, pnd ee ; No aus ine 
o_o ne for each insertion 
neerning Subscriptions or acs |= 
should be Lota be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


THE FLETCHER PRIZE OF $500. 


The Trustees of Dartmouth College offer the above 
prize for the best calculated to counteract the 

tata! conformity with the world.” by > eating forth 
The Perpetual Obligation of the Lord’s Day, in a clear, 
complete, compact, and cogentargument. Kasay not 
to exceed 250 or at most 300 p of 270 words each, 
and to be forwarded by March 1, 1882. Send for cireu- 
lar containing particulars to S. C. BARTLETT, 
President of mae College. 

_ Hanovan, N, H., Jan 1, 1881. 


Case's Bible Atlas 


16 Fall reae Quarte Maps, beautifully printed 
in colors, with Expiavatory Notes and Index. <Accu- 
rate, and up to the times. Lavaluable to Sunday-schoo! 
Teachers and Scholars. Kv ery Family needs i’. 
Mailed on receipt of price: in boards, $1; in Poroth, $1.50. 
Agents wanted, 20th thousand in press. Address 

©, D. CASE & CO., Publishers, Hartford, Conn. 


tra clroulation. 








ESTERBROOK'S sx: 






The most Reoular Pons in use. 
For Sale by all Stationers. 


THE CSTERBROOK STEEL PEN CO., 
Works, 


Camden, N. J 26 John St., New York. 
AGENTS WANTED FOR THE 


SUMMIT 


Steve-Pipe Shelf and Utensil Stand, the 
most convenient article ever offered to house- 
keepers. Agents meet with greater success 
thanever. One agent made $192 in 15 days, 
another @38 in 2 days, another @27 in I day. 
freight pree to Agents. Send for wears to nearest 
pe. SUMMIT MANUFACTUR co, 
adelphia, Pa; ‘Cincinnati, ——! oo yk Mo. 


i ca ake Gnlar oo tevin: a in The Sch Olara 


Qaarterly. Issued in form at 75 cents per 
buadred No extra charge for postage. 
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}HOW TO INTRODUCE THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES TO FRIENDS 


FLLL ‘THIS OUT AND MAIL IT. 


Joun D. WATTLES, 725 CHESTNUT STRERT, PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
A reader of The Sunday School Times would like to have the person named below receive 
the paper for three months on trial, and encloses herein 25 cents to pay for the same, according 


to your offer to new subscribers. 











TRAE coccovenecoessowe ens cneseesensesccecGouseseggdenasenees enbeubneeonecceegseugdcoetpegesibae sceovecsnwenensene certs s 
BE Oi iicavin Srcbnist cesses stceie ss thagel eae Meacrtokes cocdhlaes aaasebdligh itn weissscvsscvcevesehed 
County osseeecsecssceees Sue c8 vs bectey ec ceed bkasseed eedetbdibat sab cndteblts sccavcede sqntcibembieeedeltteese ive di veeded 
11 | SEPPEPEPEETTTTTTTETTTTTTTTELETETETTTTT ELT 
(This blank for use only by American subscribers.) 
A WORD TO SUPE En TENDENTS. 

The Sunday-school editor of Zhe Christian Here ald says : ** Who that has ever made the acquaintance 
of The National S. S. Teacher can consent to break off that acquaintance. I have had it as my constant 
companion from the first number, which was issued January, 1866. It - was then excellent; it is now 
superb. [tis more a Catholic (no t Romish) National Teacher’ s Journ al than any other. Blackboardisty 


(pardon us) will find it their heart’s delight this year, judging 


ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUBLISHING CO., 147 and 149 Fifth ‘Avé 


r from the first number.” Speeimen free. 


+» Chicago, Ill. 





NEW CATALOGUE. 


AN ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE of MAGIC LANTERNS and STEREOPTICONS 





‘Salad GHONGAA 


for Public, Sunday-school, and Home Exhibitions, 124 pages, will be sent FREE to any address ; 


also a copy of “ 
use the MAG 


he Exhibitor, ” a Quarterly Magazine, devoted to the interests of those who 
AGIC LANTERN for instruction, amusement, or profit. 


Address, 


C. T. MILLIGAN, 728 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


AGENTS WANTED! 
Sey cay Hew Wee NICK PUTZEL| 
A Story of unusual aed andspirit. A fuiland 
fearless exposwie of the subtie arts of political wire- 
—showing how rum and rascal rale and 
nm politics, Praised by the people. 
peneratet by ** Bos,” the inimitable character artist. 
Price only $1.50. cells fast. Terms very libera!. 
HUBS4KD BROS . Pubs.. 723 Chestnut St. Phiiad’a. 


mW ae or aes sharp, shrewd men, from 25 to 35 
years of age, with a good education, to learn my 
system of selling books by subscription, and then to 
a as managers in different States o f the Union. I 
n pay. after short trial, men who ee ability, trom 
$i, 000 to $1 200 the first year. and from $1,590 to §2.000 
the second year. Give age, experience in life, and 
send this, Ww. J. HOLLAND, Springtt+ id, Maas, 


Fe Agents to. Sell the Standard Agricultural Book 


arming for Profit 


New. Accurate. ng 1Or A Complete Farm 
TELL 's Hol w su “A ie | ul farming. 


re 
TELL Bors all Farm Crops. 
y 10! od & Gare for LiveStock. 
a . 
Make Money row fruit, Manage business 
ite cost ev Season. 860 pages. 


= And Secure _ nessa. 
140 tf nm one ons Bend for Circulars and terms to 
». ©. McCURDY & ¢ CO., _Philadelphia, Pa. 


AGENTS WANTED FOR THE 


ICTORIAL 
HISTORYor m:WORLD 


Embracing full and authentic accounts of 
tion of ancient and modern times, and including a 
history of the rise and fall of the Greek a 
empires, the middle ages, the crusades, the feudal sys- 
tem. the reformation, the discovery and settlement of 
the New World, etc., etc. It contains 672 fine historical 
engravings. and is the most complete History of the 
World ever ——, Send _ en pages and 
extra terms to ~ Addre: 
_ Natio Publishing Oo., Philadelphia, Pa. 


“JUST PUBLISHED. 
The Rapid-Working 
Library Record. 


PRICE, $2.25. 











It Saves Time and Labor, 


JAMES McCAULEY, 
_1309 Chestnut St., Philad’a, 


<n? a MINDER POR YOUR PAPER. 














__ The Headquarters for Magic Lanterns and Slides. 


TERLING 
UNDAY 
CHOOL 
ONGS. 


If Ms want the Best Book at the Lowest 
Price, get 


HYMN SERVICE No. 2. 


By LOWRY, DOANE, and VINCENT, 
It is so cheap that persons desiring new son 
in leaflet form can afford to cut songs trom 
it and paste them into other books. 130 
songs, bound in stiff paper ee Only 
$10 per 100; 15 cents each by mail. 


If You Want the Largest, the Richest, the Most 
Useful Collection, one that will last for 
years, and grow Brighter as you use it, get 


GOOD,AS\ GOLD. 


By LOWRY and DOANE. 


239 Songs, strongly bound in Board Covers. 
Only $30 per 100; Single Copy, i in Paper 
Covers, sent by mail, on receipt of 25 cents. 


Ie These Books may y bec ordered mote Book- 


sellers or Music Dealers everywher 


BICLOW AND MAIN, 


73 Randolph Street, | 76 Hast Ninth Street, 
"CHICAGO. | *NEw Tore: 


ee i Jl ES 


Re Primary & Intermediate nas 
Departments of 


0 a SNOAL-SEHOOLS, 


B Latest and Best Singing Book, a 
comeommntens ~ 
2 Single Copy, 25 Cents, 


by $2.40 per dozen, 
6 


WS BR THES: 


Aa Xk : D, i.) 
? examina? 






























WORTH REPEATING. 


THE FAREWELL LESSON. 


[By Charles Kingsley.) 


My fairest child, I have no song to give you: 

No lark could pipe to skies so dull and gray ; 

Yet ere we part, one lesson I can leave you 
For every day : 


Be good, sweet maid, and let who will be clever : 

Do noble things, not dream them all day long ; 

And so make life, death, and that vast forever 
One —> sweet song. 


BESIDE STILL WATERS. 


[By Hugh Macmillan, D.D., LL.D.] 


The traveler wandering a whole day among 
the solitudes of the mountains, hearing no 
sound save the roar of the waterfall or the 
moan of the wind, seeing no objects save 
bare rocks and weather-beaten peaks, half- 
muffled in mist, comes unexpectedly upon 
some quiet scene that refreshes him with the 
humbleness of its beauty, and the contrast of 
its peaceful sights and sounds with those of 
the barren loneliness around. There his 
mind, no longer thrilled and excited by sub- 
lime objects, and kept in a state of tension and 
expectation by mysteries of heaven and earth 
continually disclosing themselves, unbends 
amid the cool shadows of dreamy woods; 
while his weary feet, bruised amid pathless 
wilds, feel the luxury of walking on the 
grassy sward by the brink of a tranquil stream. 

reen pastures and still waters are indescriba- 
bly pleasing, after wandering among rugged 
rocks and beside foaming cataracts. Nature 
provides in the one for the passive enjoyment 
of our contemplative nature, as she provides 
in the other for our love of grandeur and 
excitement. 

As it is thus in the physical world, so it is 
in the world of human life. The psalmist 
gives a beautiful illustration of this contrast 
in the Twenty-third Psalm. He records there 
his experience in a time of sore trouble, per- 
haps the bitterest sorrow that had ever 


darkened his life. His idolized son, Absalom, 


had risen up in revolt against him, alienated 
from him the affections of his subjects, usurped 
his throne, and compelled his aged father to 
flee from his home, and take refuge in the 
dreary uplands which lie around the city of 
Mahanaim. That desolate mountain scenery, 
in whose recesses he hid himself from his 
unnatural son, was an emblem of the dark 
wastes of sorrow over which his soul was 

passing at the time. The pitiless storms of 
the world beat upon his forsaken spirit; the 
refuges in which his affections trusted proved 
refuges of lies, and thrust him rudely out. 
There was nothing apparently to shelter him 
in the pathless wilderness, Like a strayed 
sheep far from the fold, he knew not where to 
turn, And yet it was ‘not all gloom and bit- 
terness with him. Forsaken by men, God 
drew nearer to him, and counter alanced the 
griefs and losses of earth by the gains and 
glories of heaven. Thrown more helplessly 
upon the care of God, he discovered new 
beauty in him, and experienced new tender- 
ness from him. The Shepherd of Israel dis- 
covered to his soul green spots of beauty and 
blessedness where he could rest and be 
refreshed, even on the brown, barren moor of 
life ; led him through the parched desert to 
the oasis of Elim, whose palm-trees shaded 
his spirit from the heat of trial, and whose 
living waters refreshed his fainting soul. 
Never had his experience of God’s grace been 
so sweet and satisfying as during this mourn- 
ful period. Never had his faith been so sim- 
ple and his trust so childlike. God gave him 
back, in the green pastures and beside the 
still waters, the years which the locust had 
eaten; gave him back all the freshness and 
fairness of his early youth. He returned 
from the cares and wearinesses of later years 
to the simplicity of his youthful shepherd 
life in Bethlehem. He breathed the atmos- 
phere of his childhood. God’s mise was 
fulfilled to him: “I will allure her, and 
bring her into the wilderness, and speak com- 
fortably unto her; and I will give her the 
vineyards from thence, and the valley of 
Achor for a door of hope; and she shall sing 
there.” 

The experience of David is similar to our 
own. Sorrow is not all a wilderness, even to 
the most sorrowful. Amid all its bleakness 
and desolation, it has oases of beduty and fer- 
tility. It has its Elims as well as its Marahs, 
and frequently these Elims are very near 
the Marahs—if we only knew it. But six 
short miles separated the twelve wells of 
water and the threescore and ten palm-trees 
from the bitter, nauseous well that filled the 
hearts of the thirsting multitudes with disap- 
pointment. And so near in human life is the 
sweetness to the bitterness in every trial. A 
few steps will take us through the valley of 
the shadow of death, out into the green pas- 
tures and beside the still waters, upon which 
itopens. Had the Israelites of old, instead of 
murmuring at Marah, pushed on a little 
farther, they would, in two short hours, have 
found at Elim all they sought, and more than 
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they expected. And so the time we waste in 
repining and rebelling would be better em- 
ployed in living fgith and active duty; for 
thus would consolation be found. Instead of 
sitting down to murmur at Marah, let us 
march in faith under the guidance of our tender 
Shepherd, who will bring us to the next sta- 
tion, where we may lie down in green pas- 
tures and beside still waters. “Why art thou 
cast down, O my soul? and why art thou dis- 

quieted within me? hope thou in God: for I 
chall yet praise him, b pe 2 is the health of my 
countenance and my God.” 

But not only are green pastures and still 
waters near to lonely, desolate wildernesses, 
and opening out from them; they are in the 
very midst of them. Just as, in the inner- 
most centre of a whirlwind, or a whirlpool, 
there is a great calm—just as, in the very 
centre of a flame that scorches everything 
about it, there is a cool spot—so, in the very 
midst of suffering, of bereavement, of sorrow 
of every kind, the soul that trusts in God 
experiences a peace which passeth all under- 
standing. God is the centre of all thin 
and, therefore, his peace is perfect; and the 
nearer we draw to him, the deeper and more 
abiding will be our peace. He will hold us 
firm and fast amid the ceaseless whirl of 
things; he will be the strength of our heart 
amid the passing away of all the fashion of 
the world In the midst of the ewerlasting 
suows of Mont Blanc—surrounded on every 
side by glaciers, and elevated many thousands 
of feet above the valley—there is a solitary 
projecting rock, where the scanty soil in July 
is covered with rare oy ay plants. The rays 
of the sun, reflected by the snow and ice 
around, shine with double power upon this 
favored spot, and create a warm, genial atmos- 

here, in the midst of which the flowers 

loom with unexampled beauty and luxuri- 
ance, while the frozen peaks shelter them 
from all the storms. 


garden in the midst of eternal winter, my 
heart was touched with the peculiar pathos 
of the sight. It was an emblem to me of the 
blessedness to be found even in the midst of a 
sorrow that blights and chills the whole life. 
The things that seem to be against us are in 
reality working together for our good. The 
very winter of our sore distress creates a 
summer climate, in which the flowers of grace 
grow fairer and faster than in lots which to 
worldly eyes are more favorable; and our 
great grief itself shelters us from the petty 
cares and troubles that vex others and im- 
air their happiness. The blessedness of 
, aol was of this kind. Mark the deep sig- 
nificance of his words to his disciples: “ My 
peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you.” 1e peace of 
Jesus was a peace in the midst of trouble,— 
the peace of the earth revolving steadfastly 
and calmly on its axis, while storms are raging 
around it. He was the Man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief, thoroughly and habitu- 
ally familiar with = by features and ex- 
periences of grief; ~~ he had a peace 
which came down nem eaven, which the 
world could not give. The peace which he 
enjoyed was the peace that flows from perfect 
self-sacrifice, from perfect submission to and 
unison with the Father’s will. And such is 
the peace which he imparts to his people in 
the midst of his sorrows. He gives them 
intervals of rest in their trials, and none but 
those who have passed through trials know 
the indescribable repose of freedom from 
them. He elevates them above their sorrow 
into the region of pure and simple trust, 
where still small words of heavenly love drop 
upon the heart like the dew of a higher life. 
He concentrates joy for the weary of heart, 
so that “ what is spread for the happy over a 
large surface is poured by him in its quintes- 
sence into a day or an hour for the suffer- 
ing.” The dark cloud which shuts them out 
from the world, shuts them in with Christ; 
and they behold in him a beauty surpassing 
all earthly loveliness ; they enjoy in him a 
blessedness exceeding all earth’s sources of 
bliss. Separated a stone’s cast, as it were, 
from their fellow-creatures in the Gethsemane 
of their sorrow, they are brought into closer 
and tenderer relations with Him who in all 
our afilictions is afflicted, and with the angel 
whose presence is ever ready to strengthen 
and save us. From the green, unsightly, 
thorny calyx of our trouble is unfolded the 
snowy blossom of a saintly life. 
But not only have the afflicted joy in the 
midst of sorrow—oases in the midst of the 
barren and blighted wilderness, in which they 
are dragging their slow, heavy steps from care 


to care—but they have also joy because of 


sorrow. It is not a mere contrast which the 
green pastures and still waters of heavenly 
comfort afford to the waste, howling wilder- 
nesses through which they have passed. These 
green pastures and still waters are caused by 


that very wilderness. The way to them leads 


through the valley of the shadow of death. 


The soft, silky down of the thistle’s fruit has 


come out of its prickly stem and foliage. 


The soft dew that falls upon the flower was 
tossed in the ocean-wave by the fury of the 


Thus the very inhospita- [* 
ble forces of nature minister to the welfare of |, 
these flowers. When first I saw this summer } 





GODET S$ LUKE FOR $7.00 
TO S. §. TEACHERS ONLY ! 


This special offer is good for 30 days, to Sunday-school Teachers only. Not more than two 
re en ene enna Orders must be sent to us direct, as no dealer can buy wt at thi 
special price. 


PRICES.—Postage Free, Bound in Paper, $1.00; Cloth, $1 50. 


N. B.—The price of this great work for the imported edition is $6.00, Ours is the only 
American edition. [t contains every word of the imported book, and in addition has a Preface 
and Notes by Jonn Hatt, D.D., thus enhancing greatly its value. Remember, this offer is 
simply an introductory advertisement, and the above conditions are essential. 


OPINIONS: 


SPURG#ON endories Dr. Meyer: “ To an immense erudition, toa living piety, Godet unites a profound 
feeling of reality. There is here a vivifying breath, an arde t eve for the Saviour, which helps the disciple 
to comprehend the work. the acta, the words, of his divine Mas 

Howarkp Crosey, D D., LL.D. , Says: “ I consider Godet a maa of soundest ae purest orthodoxy.” 
WILLIAM M. TayLon, D.D. , Says: * I consider Godet an admirable commentato r clearness and sugges- 


tiveness.” 
LYMaN ABBOT, D.D., editor Christian Union, says: “* Godet's oem | combines the critical and the 


spiritual, perhaps, more effectually than any other with which Iam acquain 


Address, I. ‘K. FUNK « & CO, Publishers, 1 10 and 120 Dey § St., New York. 


Tic Consumpuoen, nmay 

A A NEW TRE EATMENT Bronchitis, Catarrh, Dys« 
acne, D je Batitys N Neuralgia, Phoumations 

are . IRECTLY “apen toe he great nervous and organic centres, 


‘ization, 
nS EF EFFECTED 'F REMARKABLE CURES, which are 


VY Rt Rev, John J. Keane, Bishop of 
GN Ho. Win. D 8 Kelley. . 8. Arthur, end others, who 
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testimony to yA} LY ent power many — +4 Blak eer 
and pptel gence,” —Lutheran ape 


more like miracles 
amare is no doubt as to 2 genuine- 
t."— Boston Journal of C 


an PF ee = 
Tue pelea ‘ibe sipeats AT MENT < contains two months’ supply, 


Oxygen, xywen, Kiving 4 ie hase of this new 


om “STARKEY & PALE 
«(too and (iil Clrard St.. phitadeishia. Pa. 


~ AN OLD-FASHIONED, KNIFE 


M A HI ER & CROSH, 
Monroe 8t., Toledo, Ohio 

rai. every blade of their good 
ito be Ahand-forged from Rasor Steel, 
and will replace /ree any that prove 
soft or fawy. Cut shows exact size 
of our medium two-blade, price, 
postpaid , 50c.,0r one-blade,25c.; 
. er one-b blade, 3 c.3 extra 
one service, and blades a. 75c.; Ladies’ mR. ade, 25c.3 


twobladel ivory,o0 Fae ae ape aur Kier Genter ethreo-biade R tested, 
Knife, 81. ary Oe 3 tr List free. pour. te etme Rook of oe amend 30 


TYLER & FINCH, | 


IMPORTERS, 


54 CEDAR STREET, NEW YORK, 
OFFER 


Vanilla 
Beans 


pa. val 5. io Tecord of ct, 


\NMINISTERED BY INHALATION. 







stron, 




















of every size and quality, at lowest 
prices. Direct inquiry cordially in- 
vited. 


BAKER'S 


 Vauilla Chocolate, 


Like all out chocolates, 1s pre- 
"pase with the greatest care, and 
consists of a superior quality of 
cocoa and sugar, flavored with 
pure vanilla bean. Served as a 
drink or eaten dry as confec- 
tionery, it is a delicious article, 
and is bighly recommended by 


_In | writing, | say “ ‘Sunday School Times.’ 


Lowest prices ever en | 
on hh - 


Loade 
Rifles, and Revolvers, 





» J. POWELL & 60 


ATI. QO. 
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BARLOW’S | Pas Pasay Wase BUTE Sold by Grocers everywhere. 
D. 8. WILTBERGER, Prop, w. . 

INDIGO BLUES: Second Street Phita. Ba | BAKER & CO., 





HORSTMANN BROS. & CO., 
Fifth and Cherry Sts., Philadelphia. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Sunday-school Banners. 


ESTIMATES FURNISHED. 














Horstmann Bros. & Co. Phila, Tae 
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BEST 
IN THE 
wom LIQUID PAINTS, ROOFING, 
Lp Steam Pine & Boiler Coyorin s Steam Packing. 
for Handa Mili Board, sheathing, Fire f Loot Coatings, &c. 
4. H.W.JOHNS MFC CO. R7 MAl WI AN v 
MACHINE 3 \ 





Sewine. 


iLLU GTRATED Us LORD'S PRAYER chromoed in 
12 colors and gilt; a perfectgem. One agent 
cleared $17.50 in 1 Gay; another ¢ $0.37; another $14.60; 
another $7 50; size 14x20. Sample copy, English or 
German. 40c.; both 60e. Terms free; stamps taken. 
ARNOLD & r NICHOLS, Sycamore, Kil. 


On Erice list of best at INVA CHAIRS a address, 


Estabtiched Wim. 
KEYSTONE Slate and Soapstone Works 


SLATE MANTELS 


most all other 
ji Sinte and Soapstone Work on hand or made to order 
JOSEPH S. nL SR. Manufacturer. 
Office and Selemoom 1210 Ridge Avenue. 








tempest. 





reen stamp. , Springfild, V1 
ITPAY 





sn om Me Mi otecammirs 


‘actory : 1211 & 1213 Spring Garden St., Philada, 
wl; Oslalogue and Prics Lia 











Church ‘Sets Complete 
$35 to $500. 


Delivered free anywhere within the New Eng- 
land and Middle States. 50 Styles in Stock. 
Pews, orn. Chairs, Rana yoats, 
Altars, and Tables, the most a 3 DS, 
Photographs and ase list mailed free it pF ed for. 


Paine’s Furniture Manufactory, 


# Cama and 141 FRIEzND Sts., Boston, Mass. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 


Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for C nore 4 nae 
Schools, Fire Alarms, Farms, etc. 
WARRANTED, Catalo 

VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, O. 


Clinton H. Meneeiy Bell Company, 
rs to M «& a f Bell Founders, 


uality of Bells. 
‘sron lis. sa Cata- 
ing bells. 
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Por 1881 is an El Book of 120 Pages, One Colored 
Plower Piate, and 600 Illustrations, with Descriptions of 
the best Flowers and V les, and Directions for 
growing. Only 10 cents. In English or German. 
you afterwards order deduct the 10 centa. 
VICK’s are the best in the world. The FLORAL 


For 50 cents in pa 
In German or Engl h. 
Pages, & 
d many fine Engrav- 


, 500 n 

covers; “1° 00 in el it cloth. 

Vick’s Tlustra' somnne 
Colores, Plate in ia number 

ings. , $l. Five oo jes for $5.00. Speci- 

men Numbers cont tor or 16 cents; 3 trial copies for 25 cts 
Address, JAMES VIOK. Rochester, N. Y. 


ASK YOUR MERCHANT FOR 





They eon WOT cieh ca8 afl exes nee 
18s The; 


sold on COMM. ‘ON. * sfhey are NOT pat upin Faxcy 
PicruRE PaPxEss, illustrating improbable vegetables. 
are NOT to be found for sale ngrog shops. They 
bers on their own FaBMS in 
Pennsylvania nila, New Jersey, and Wisconsin. 
They ARE put up in plain paper, at the lowest cost. 
The purchaser, therefore, page for SEED, and not for 
fancy paper and prin ey ARE sold by RE- 
3PECTABLE Merchants, ts, Grocers, etc., WHO 
BuY THEM OUTRIGHT, because they know THEY 
WILL PROVE SATISFACTORY TO THEIR re 
ee ARE to be had in any io. ae 
. pacnges, in pints of Peas, rn, or i 


“i YOUR MERCHANT DOES mor KEEP THEM, send 
for Landreths’ Rural Register , contaln- 
(ng catalogue and pects. and s- A them direct from 
nendquarters. In writing, please ae 8. Times. 
DAVID LANDRETH & SONS, 

2 and 3 South 6th | a Philadelphia, Pa. 





FOVETT’S 


NAH iLLUSTRATED 
3 ueNmereiela 


of Trees and Plants for 1881 
isnowready. 36 pages, 75 il- 
lustrations, honest descriptions. 
35newStrawberries, 10 new Grapes,new Hybrid Pears, &c. 
vett’s Small Fruits are the best in the coun- 
The Catalogue tells how to get and grow them. 
FREE TO EVERYBODY. 
4.7. LOVETT, Little Silver. N. J. 


IZ ROSES MAILED FREEFORSI..25 


if 3 for $3.00. Strong Plants, your chi pipe 
labeled, sent safely by mail to any post-ofice. ill 
bloom all summer in the open ground, L« -W., = 
sortment of Geraniumes and other Flowering Pi vant sat 
same price, New Ger, Ler tathan gratis on 83 orders 
SEE D 10 Packets, Flower or V+ ogdiall le, 
our choice, for 25e. Quality 
unsurpassed. Liberal inducements to persons 
ordering. Catalogue of New Seeds and Plants 
ree. INNISFALLEN GREENHOUSES, Springfield, 0. 


Q oO ¥ >} E s! 12 22 for $1.00, by — anaes, 


Cireulars free. wie B ReED wit 6. 
paper. 
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BLIGHT-PROOF PEARS. 


Largest Berries. 
Catalogues of Fruit Trees, Plants, 
and Flowers sent free. 


WM. PARRY, Parry P, Oy New ney 








In orderina goods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
wili —— the publisher as well as the advertiser, 

stating that you saw the advertisement in Th- 
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\Ramcvy ADMAI 


7 EOTEY ORGAN 


ve 


E nterprise, Industry and Skill havE 
Secured for this Organ numberles$ 
Testimonials of its superior meri | 
E very Instrument sold in Thirty-ivE 
Y cars adding to its wide popularit ¥ 


F. ESTEY & CO., Brattleboro, V+. 


LS as Illustrated — Cc Jatalogue Sent Free. 
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“DrvGoonSaaCENERALOUTEITS 


The Greatest Variety in One Establishment 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 
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ol Nunanakor, 


Grand L) 
9b A ltpdhia: 


ADDRESS A POSTAL CARD AS ABOVE. 
= Jt forLadies goods,write ovit as follows. 


Sond mae your Now Nymber 
List for Fall and Uultr $0, 


(Name) .. 
(Town)....... 











ANE UAEI 














(County) «sss... 
a} Lenten CARRE eee, 01s Sa 





Ager edeeereeesecerecteteceeeoewetes essen erences cers scecsers 





If for gentlemen's goods, write for Price List No. 8. 

In either case you will receive the book by return mail. It tells how to 
get goods from the city cheaply, quickly and safely, with privilege of return 
and refund of money if not suited in every particular, 


The distance males no difference. Wesend goods and samples to every 
Stato and Territory. 














LUT 
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Not too Late for Clubs. 





If you have not already formed a club for The Sunday School Times in 
your school it is not too late to begin the matter now. Even if the teachers ot 
your school are supplied with some other periodical, quite likely a number of 
them would be glad to join you in subscribing at low rates for such a paper as 
‘The Sunday School Times. If you prefer it you can subscribe for three or six 
months at the yearly rate. As many specimen copies as you need will be sent to 
you free of charge. 


Terms of Subscription.—From 1 to 4 copies, $2.00 each. From 5 to 9 
copies, in a package to one address, $1.50 each. From 10 to 19 copies, in a 
pack: 0 to one address, $1.25 each. Twenty copies or more, in ‘pow age to 
one address, $1.00 each. No charge for a. Subscriptions will be taken 
for any portion of a year at yearly rates. hile the ewe for a club at above 
rates must be sent in a package to one address, the publisher requires that each 
club subscription be accompanied with the names and addresses of the persons 
who are to use the paper. 


in addition to the foregoing club rates, the 
e individual addresses of the members of a 
club. In this case, however, the rs for a club must all go to one post-office, 


For twenty-five cents per copy 
papers will be mailed directly to 


pa 
and the subscription must not be fr | leas than one pie he papers oe (t a 
entire club must be sent either to the individual dremen (at thi add 

4 . to one ad per 
‘ aunot sent partly in a package to one 
addresses, Address, 


charge of 25 cents per copy), or else in a 
ot rgd ny dress and partly to indivi 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





STATEMENT 


OF 


The Mutual Life Insurance Co. of New York. 


F, 8. WINSION, President. 


For the Year ending 


December 31, 1880. 


















































ASSETS, - - - ° - . $91,735,786.02. 
_Aunaity Seccunt, 
No. | ANN. Pay’ts, No. | ANN. Pay’ts. 
Annuities in torce, Jan. 1, 1880...... 49 $18,504.97 Annuities in a um 1, 1881...... 52 $20,141.81 
Premium Annuities................- §,289.31 Premium Annuities................. 4,492.05 
Annuities Issued.............. secownd 4 3,861.52 Annuities a 6 3,031.94 
58 $27,655.80 58 $27,655.80 
Insurance Account. 
No. Aucune, No. AMOUNT. 
Policies in force Jan. 1, 188%...... 95,423 298 760,867 Policies in force, Jan. 1, 1881 ..... 97,978 bar 14 
Risks Assumed................--. lv,106 33 33,700,759 ER: 7,551 
105.529 $332 | 461,626 105,529 | $332,461,626 
Dr. Revenue Account. Cr. 
To Ralance from last account $85,765,515. S | By paid ph TA $4,324,447.93 
* Premiums received..........-. eoe- 12.275 589.1 Matured Endowments ............ 1,613,741.04 
* Interest and Rents...............2...-cc000 4,865,105, rH 
Total claims— 
$5,938, 188.97 
ie 0 a een 23,993 88 
. TL ET 3 299,734.00 
‘* “ Surrendered Policies and Addi- 
tions gubntapocduassapsece 3,898.777.61 
Total paid a 
$13,160,694. 46 
« ™“ Commissions (payment of current 
and extingu ciioent offuture)..  677.255.70 
“ =“ Contingent Guarantee Account.. 949,512.43 
° | * “ Taxes # and Assessments 69 
“6 nce to New Account... 
$102,906.210.29 | $102,906 ,210.29 
Dr. Balance Sheet. Cr. 
To Reserve at four GS, ccccccesenmned 642,571.30 By Bonds Eoseret | by Mortgages on Real 
* Claims by vot et due - r Estate . $53,524,916.64 
ms 





ll. 


$91,735,786.02 || 


19 016, 202,00 





‘ 7 720,981.94 
tase 7,174.134.10 
Cash in —— and Trust Companies 
it i steccocccusscocstascouen 1,951,580 91 
eee 1,381,271.87 
vs Prema sepeeet. quarterly and 
re ee 834,410.82 
bed Premiums in transit, principally for 
egeeGuracnesccocuancesoregsce 116 .330.°3 
“ Balances d SUNT MUI susccdtcccncsaases 15,977.71 
$91, 735,786.02 








NOTE.—If the New York standard of fourand a half per cent. interest be used, the surplus is over $11,000,000. 
From the surplus, as appears In the balance sheet, a dividend will be apportioned to each policy which 


shall be in force at ita anniversary in 1881. 


THE PREMIUM RATES CHARGED FOR INSURANCE IN THIS COMPANY WERE REDUCED IN 
1879 ABOUT 15 PER CENT. ON ORDINARY LIFE POLICIES, 


$91,735,786.02 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 


erick 8. Winston, George 8. Coe, 
William Betts, John” E. Develin, 

uel % > Martin eR, 
Samuel M. Cornell, Seymour L. Husted, 
Lucius Robinson, Oliver H. Palmer, 
William Smith Brown, Henry -. Davies 
Samuel D. q McCurdy, 
Henry A. Smythe, James C. .o 
William E. Dodge, Hermann C. von Post, 


George C. Richardson, 
Alexander H Rice. 
William F, Babcock, 

F. Ratchford Starr, 
Freteriek H. Cossitt, | 


John H. Sherwood, 
George H. Andrews, 
Robert Olyphant, 
rge F. Baker, 
Benj. B. Sherman, 
Jos. Thompson, 
Dudley O!cott, 
Anson Stager. 
Frederic Cromwell, 


Lewis May, 
Oliver Harriman, 
Thomas Dickson, 
Henry W. Smith, 


BATES & LAMBERT, 
7 General Agents for Pennsylvania and Delaware, 
Company’s Buripine, TENTH AND CHEsTNUT STREETS, PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


‘FLORIDA 








Revised Descriptive Circular of DeLand, Florida 


JANUARY 


8, 1881. 





The village of DeLand Is located five miles east of 
our landing, on the St. John’s River. where all river 
teamboats pass; verv near the geographical centre, 
north and south, of Volusia Couuty, and almost ex- 
actly in the centre of the 


Great Orange Belt. 


This place is about twenty-five miles from the At- 
lavtic , and is almost constantly favored with a 
tempered 


Sea Breeze, 


and from its elevation above the river, its location 
among the pines, and its isolation from all : eames 


. itis to the of in- 
pee. belt of land is about twenty miles long, 
fing, and, four tn about five miles wide, is gently undula 
immediate vicinity, somew hilly 


hesatiied in Fertility 
by avy pine region in the my hg our village, which 
is only tour years old, we 
Fine School "Building, 


used a'so for union Sunday-school and church ser- 
vices. We have dal three general merchan- 
dise stores, one of the = eeu in South Florida, a drug 
store, millinery and notion store. 


~ - A. DELAND, , Fairport, Monroe Co., New York. 


AUTOMATIO 
Eye-Glass Holder 
up itself. “A” 

tien of glasses 
reeled up. No breaking 0 ot 


sands are in use. dam 
% cents. 


KETOHA 
MoDOUGALL- Mitr. 








4 Liberty Place, N. Y. 


The Florida Agriculturist, 


e eight-page weekly paper. A railroad from our 
ng via DeLand to the Atlantic Coast is chartered 
aaa work commenced, also material on band for a 
pa hone to our landing. a boarding-bouses afford 

fare at reason ae For the information 
Sf invalids we will and at several good pbysiciaps 
are settled in our midst, cultivating oranges as a busi- 
ness. but ording excellent medical aid when re- 
quired. They report the daltowing 


Remarkable Health Record: 


“ During the years of 1878, 1879, and 1880, within a 
circuit of six miles diameter, DeLand being the center, 
with a population averaging over 250, many of whom 
came here invalids, there have been but four deaths. 
Two were infants under six months, and two were 
men who came here sick.” 


A Chain of Lakes 


northwest of us affords protection from frost so per- 
fect that the extreme cold of December 29, 1890, did 
net injure our orange-trees or fruit. 

We are offering these choice lands to actual! settlers 
at from ten to thirty dollars _ acre. Village lots and 


om 


improved property for sale a 
For further particulars call on, or address, 


_J.¥. = DeLand, Volusia Co., Florida. — 


su ere | 


Inn] 
Wu ke 


aCHC 


WUC LU ' J 


PROVIDENCE R.l. 





The Sunday Schoo! Times holds itgell responsible for the character of the advertisements it contains, ch Wah exten to tn cliente cny thence Cink ay tame Cea 





